
Women*'*

trm# News & Notes
Spring zotz

Southwest Minnesota Synodical Women's
Organization of Women of the ELCA

PUfor Phebe
Phebe Hospital was founded by the
Lutheran church in 1921, in partnership with
the Methodist and Episcopalian churches.
Phebe serves a population of approximately
450,000 Fople; it is the forcmost hospital
in Bong County.

Phebe Hospital is porrrrcrcd solely by
diesel generators, consuming in excess of
90,000 gallons of tuelannually at $4.ff) a
gallon. During the rainy season, the road to
the hospital often washes out, making
delivery of fuel impossible. Phebe often
must shut down its power system for
periods of time to @nserve fuel- Varcines
are jeopardized and operations become
more risky with intermiftent or no poirer.

A variety of local \Alomen of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
groups have partnered with the Rural
Renewable Energy Alliance {RREAL) to
construct a photovoltaic solar array to
serve the energy needs of Phebe Hospital.
The PV for Phebe projecf aims to realize
cash payofi of the installation costs within
five years, with further savings expected up
to and through the system's 3Gyear lifespan.

By invsting tunds in a photovoltaic
micro grid, Phebe Hospital and its staff will
not only be empowered to acfrieve self-
reliance through solar power, but serve as a
power{ul model for rebuilding critical
infrastructrre in a resilient rnanner.
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GOilFERENGE PRESIDENT$ & $EGRETARIES:
It is very important for Conference ll{inuteg Conference Board Officer
Listings, Fall & Spring Gathering Minutes, and individual Chnreh Unit
Board Officer Listings to be sent to the Synod Secretaryo Synd President &
Synod Liaison in a timely fashion lVhen the Synod Board does not have
correct &current listingso mailings cannot be sent & received by the pnlp€r
person/s. Please send your minutesr listings & changes vis email'
(If e-mailing i.s not an option, send the information vi* regular mail.)

Should vou like to be added to the electronic Carzrrazicalor publication.
you may sign up at: http://eepurl.com/cGaXjX

Food Pochoging Ewnt
luly 13, ZolZ
Willmor, MN

Gather your friends & relatives,
join your neighbors at the Food

Packaging Event in Willmar.

Rev. l-arry Strenge,
Director for Evangelical Mission,

SW MN Synod, ELCA is
challengingus to help fund
$29,000 for the ingredients,
packaging {c shipping of the

rice Product

These packing events build
relationships as well as providing

a healthy product for hungry
people around the world.

Your support dollars, personal,
conference or church unit, may
be sent to Maria Lokensgard,

Treasurer of the SW MN SYnod
Women of the ELCA (Note
*Food Packing Event" in the
memo line.) Her address is

37980 State HighwaY 22,
St. Peter, MN 56082.

Maria must receive Your
checks byJune 13, 20lZ
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You may hae alrody sigred cp at theJune 17 & 18,

2016 Cnnreation or at your FalI Gathering. ladis, you

Lare tm mre opportuitis to sign uP-at your

Confercnce Spring Gathering & at the 3oe Annual SW

MN Synod ofthe lVomo ofthe ELCA Coqvention at

Glcle DelLutLeru Church ia Redmod Falls, MN on

May 6,iflfi. Wimer will be dnm at the May 6d

mmtion.

Trioanirl I*Kil gift* quiltswitl not be ollcctd*

only qaitt kts witl be collected tlis year. Gift cards,

h;giene items, socLs, underwear & wLite t-shirts for

women, &ildrea, teens & men will be collected. Fill

your trunts, suitcffis, etc.!



Conve*ion Neur -
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Fridan Mey 5, 2017

630r8p.n
Synorl Otrre - 175 E Bridge Sret

Reilwood Falls, MN

Visit with the Bishop,

tour the Synod Office,

ffeet new friends &

enjoy a picnic supper

( fr ee- will offering accepted).

Reservations are necessary
to Kristy Henriksen-

Gathercd in Orace

ffi-

3oih Slrnodicol Convention of the
SW MN

Women of the ELCA

Sqturdqr, )ky 6,2o17

Glorio Dei Lutheron Church,
Redwood Fclls, MN

Guest Speaker:
Lenae Buhhuis, writer of

TIteBack Porclt

Optional Workshops:
Lakota Heritage,

LivingwithLyme,
Lirring in a World of Color,
Incarceration and New life

Those not attendingthe business meeting
& who are blessedwith the abiliry to

crochet, are asked to bring their crochet
needles {s work on a Triennial flower

during the business meeting.
Instructions dr yarn will be furnished"

In-kind offerings for 2o17 will be
Baby Care Kits, School Kits &
Christian literature. Please use
corrugated cases (N0 plastic
bags will be accepted), *ith
quantity of kits, kit name, (do not
mix kits/items in cases), church
name & address on top of case.
Cases must not weigh more than
3o#. All LWR projects are
welcome.

Ofering otrj ectives are:
* 5oo/o to Chwchwide

'Women of the ELCA
* q5"/" to Prison Ministries
* 25"/a to Campus Ministries

Katie's Fund is an endowment
that supports ministry in three
areas: leadership developmenf
glotral connections, and living
theology. Katie's Fund is now
more than gr million. 'Women of
the ELCA estabiished Katie's
Fund in rgsz to honor the legacy
of Katharina von Bora Luther,
raise up bold leaders for the
churchwide women's organiza-
tion, and support bold and
creative ministry for generations
to come-

Treasurers, please use the new
Offering Form B (going to
Merrifield, YA) when sending
offerings to churchwide. Destroy
any old forms as this box will be
closed soon. Form A is used by
Congregational Units for
offerings going to the S\M MN
Synodical Treasurer, Maria
Lokensgard.

Confenenco Uaisurs:
Crow River-CoralAckman & Betty Brandt

Glacial Ridge - Bonnie Jreger
Great Rircr - Joanna Ruslad

Lac qui Parle - Kim Chds$anson

Lakeland - Christina Ndson
Minnesota Valley - Diane Fredin

Prairie-Sara Larson

Scenic Valley - Ruft Ann Anderson

Sfptek - Marcella Chapman
Watonwan River - Marella Chapman

Synod l,lomina$ng - Joanna Rustad

-AMW
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Tnp CotwtwuxrceToR
IS ONLINEI

If you would like to receive
your own digital copy of
our quarterly newsletter,
the C ommunicato r, please
visit this link and sign up:
http : / / eepurl.com/cGaXjX

If you are told on this sign-

up form that your e-mail
already exists, but yet you
did not actually receive the

Communicator this past

January, please e-mail

Christina at
swmnwelca@gmail.com

and kindly let her know.
The Speakers List will be

updated soon & available

on the Synod WELCA

website. If you have any

additions, please e-mail

them to Christina Nelson.

Thank you.

A Southwest Minnesota Synod
Women of the ELCA website is
up & rururing. Information will
be added to the site in a timely
fashion-such as conventions
(dates, etc.), minutes, conference
offrcers, church board officers as

well as Fall & Spring Gathering
dates,locations, etc.


