Southwestern Minnesota Women of the ELCA

Fall 2017—October, November, December
Volume 1, Issue 4

The Communicator
SAVE THE DATE!!!
Inside this issue

31st Southwest Minnesota Synod Convention

Women of the ELCA
Saturday June 29 & 30, 2018
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
St. Cloud, MN

A Word From Your President ...... 2
Prayers for Tuesdays @ Two ...... 3
Mission Community.................... 4
Mission Growth .......................... 5
Mission Action ............................ 6
Faith Talk with Kristy .................. 6
Fall Gatherings............................ 7
2017-18 Synodical Board ............ 8

Special points of interest
 Update on the PV for Phebe
Project
 Hurricane Relief 2017
 Question of the Month
 2017-18 In Kind Offering

A Word from Your President
Fall Greetings to you all! I hope your units are
busy with circle meetings and activities. I also
hope you are able to attend your Conference Fall
Gathering. Your conference officers attended the
Fall Leadership Workshop and have planned a
great day of education and fun for you!
Our Leadership Workshop focus was on
welcoming. Please think of ways you can be more
welcoming in your congregations.
I
received
information
on
Triennial
registration. Officially, there were 194 people
from
Southwestern
Minnesota
that
attended. There are more that did not include
their synod designation. Our synod had the most!
We received wonderful comments on our red
rosette badges and tasty recipes given out on our
special Triennial recipe cards. I hope you
attended or visited with someone who did. A
photo of the entire group is available. Let me
know if you want a copy.
Congratulations to Sara Larson on her election to
the Churchwide board for the next triennium. She
has been appointed to chair the Budget and
Finance committee. Her first official board
meeting
will
be
in
October.
Thanks to Joan Iverson for serving on the
Churchwide board 2012-2017. You represented
us well and are a blessings to all!
The 11th Triennial will be July 16-19, 2020 in
Phoenix Arizona. Several of us have already
registered. The early bird rate of $265 is good
through the end of the year. Go to
www.welcatg.org to register.
We need to update our unit contact sheet this
fall. Please send your president, coordinator or
other contact info to your conference
president. (You should be sending all your officer
info.) This is needed to determine how many
voting members SWMN is allotted for the 2020
Triennial. It seems early, but it is time again! The
info needed is: unit name, president name,
address, phone number, cell number, and email
address. You may submit two names per unit, if
you have co-presidents.
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The hurricane season has been brutal. At our last
board meeting we voted to send a gift of $1000 to
Lutheran disaster Response for hurricane
relief. At the Leadership Workshop it was lifted
up for conferences and local congregations. The
need is great and will go on for a long time.
Donations should be made payable to: Women of
the ELCA.
Write ‘Lutheran Disaster Response-Hurricane
Relief” on the memo line of the check and send to:
Women of the ELCA
8765 W Higgins Rd
Chicago IL 60631
Get your congregation started on collecting items
for Personal Care Kits, which are the highlighted
kits for the 2018 Convention in St. Cloud on June
29 & 30, 2018. All kits and quilts will be accepted
plus Christian literature. Hint for 2019 is School
Kits. Shop those back to school sales in the
summer of 2018 for our 2019 Convention!
Your Synodical Board is busy planning the 2018
Convention. If you know of speakers, workshop
presenters, or anything you want to share with
the entire synod, speak to your conference liaison
at your Fall Gatherings.
Have a blessed fall!
Kristy Henriksen

Prayers for Tuesdays @ Two
Keep praying always, whenever; morning, noon and night, and especially on Tuesday at two o'clock.
October 3—Pray for your family
October 10—Pray for God’s family
October 17—Pray for your community
October 24—Pray for the nation
October 31—Pray for the world

November 1—Give thanks for farmers and harvest
November 14—Give thanks for the beauty of nature
November 21—Give thanks for the bounty of food on your table
November 28—Give thanks for everyday blessings from God
December 5—Pray for JOY
December 12—Pray for GENEROSITY

December 19—Pray for PATIENCE and CALMNESS
December 26—Give thanks for your SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST
Continue in your prayers, Linda Magnuson

PV for Phebe Update
A lot has happened since our last update in May. The Liberian applicants for intensive solar training have been selected.
They have filed their visa applications & have appointments with the U.S. Embassy in August. We are optimistic that all will
receive visas. The training will take place on October 27 at RREAL in Backus/Pine River MN.
The WELCA Triennial Convention and Gathering took place July 11-16. Mary Jo Mettler had the privilege of speaking to the
voting members at the convention. Her talk was warmly received. RREAL was given exhibit space at the gathering where BJ
Allen and Mary Jo had the opportunity to talk to attendees about Phebe Hospital Project and the upcoming Curran Hospital
project. The solar powered robots were a big hit, particularly with Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. We were also very blessed to be a
recipient of a portion of the convention and gathering offerings.
Planning is now beginning for the formal ribbon cutting at Phebe Hospital. It is scheduled to take place November 16th. ln
addition to the ribbon cutting, there will be solar oven demonstrations in several communities and a trip to Curran Hospital
to meet the folks there and get a better idea of the conditions and challenges they are facing.
Fundraising for Curran Hospital and Nursing School is the next big challenge. We are excited to announce that we have a big
jump start this time. RREAL has been awarded a corporate grant donation from First Solar for 889 solar panels for Curran.
Curran has been supported by Lutheran women for over 100 years. It is a 112-bed hospital that is struggling financially. A
solar electric system will substantially reduce energy costs and even potentially allow the hospital to sell power to area
businesses and residents, creating a revenue stream to help with other costs.
Visit www.skipthegrid.org to see more about the Phebe Project and the upcoming Curran Project.
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Hurricane Relief 2017
Please keep families in
Houston, Florida, Puerto
Rico and the many
countries affected by
hurricane devastation in
your prayers.
There are many
organizations out there
that are helping in the
aftermath of the
hurricanes, these are a few
of our trusted domestic
partners:


Samaritan’s Purse



Lutheran Disaster
Response (ELCA)



Upbring (formerly
Lutheran Social
Services of Texas)



LCMS Disaster
Response



NALC Disaster
Response



Habitat for Humanity



Red Cross

Mission Community: Samaritan's Purse
Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards
of God’s grace in its various forms. – 1 Peter
4:10 (NIV)
At the time that this article was being first
discussed, there were different ideas being
considered, but then came Harvey!
Hurricane Harvey, a devastating Category 4
storm, hit the Texas coast on August 25.
What we now see is the biggest natural
disaster in our nation’s history. Question
now: “What can we do to help?” The first
thing is PRAY! It costs nothing, but it can do
so much.
Do you want to do something more? Where
can YOU do the most good? Volunteer?
Donate products that are needed (water,
food, paper products for example) or should
you give a monetary donation? All these
things do a lot of good but that monetary
donation can do more than you might think.
First of all, we can’t all just pick up & leave,
there aren’t enough places for us to stay, and
there are people more knowledgeable and
experienced in what to do. So for many of us
the best thing we can do is make a monetary
donation. Many times this gift can go so
much further than we can even imagine.
Useful items can be purchased at discount
prices or even less than wholesale, other
people or employers sometimes double the
amount that you give. It also may lessen
dollars used toward trucking expenses,
because items may be able to be bought
locally and this can keep more people
working.
We would like to give you the names of two
organizations that cannot just use your
money but have possibilities for
volunteerism as well. They also are two that
use some of the lowest amount towards
administrative cost. The first one you know
well, the American Red Cross, is working
around the clock along the Gulf Coast to help
thousands of people whose lives have been
devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Look to
their website for more information.
www.redcross.org/donate/hurricane-harvey
The second we would like to bring to your
attention is “Samaritan’s Purse.” Samaritan's
Purse mobilizes staff & equipment and
enlists thousands of volunteers to provide
emergency aid to victims of tornadoes,
hurricanes, wildfires, floods, and other
natural disasters in the United States. They
often stay behind after their initial response
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to rebuild or restore houses for needy
families.
Samaritan's Purse President Franklin
Graham has approved the deployment of five
U.S. disaster relief units to southeastern
Texas. These tractor trailers, stocked with
emergency relief equipment & supplies, will
help their staff & volunteers meet some of
the mammoth needs created by Hurricane
Harvey. “The flooding is just horrendous in
southeast Texas,” Graham said. “People have
lost their homes, and some have lost
everything. We want to go and be there in
their time of need, helping them in the Name
of Jesus Christ put their lives back together
again.” You can see more information on
Samaritan’s Purse’s statement here: https://
www.samaritanspurse.org/article/alldisaster-units-to-texas-hurricane-harvey/
Many areas were battered, and are
experiencing catastrophic flooding. As
waters recede, Samaritan's Purse U.S.
Disaster Relief teams will fan out across
affected areas and bring relief to
homeowners in Jesus' Name. Specifically,
their volunteers will tarp roofs, cut trees,
and perform mud-outs (tearing out
waterlogged walls and flooring and taking
damaged belongings to the curb).

Mission Community
Jane Tongen, Lindy Kaden, Kim Christianson

Mission Growth: Healthy Communities
others? How do I begin? With the insight
from Professor Louis Johnson, College of St.
Benedict and St. John’s University, he said,
I am thankful to have each of you as a vast
“First begin with a picture story”. Then you
support network. You are the God and Spirit may “add spoken interpretation to go with
filled Women of Southwestern Minnesota
the pictures” and finally “add written words
Women of the ELCA sisterhood. The Lord
and numbers last to quantify the
has put you in my pathway when needed,
information”.
whether to give me a gentle push, pray for
my family, support what I have been asked
500 years ago Martin Luther began
to do, or give me help and direction. Thank spreading the Lutheran Church story by
you again, without your support, I would
telling Bible stories using pictures. Artists
probably still be floundering in the
were hired to depict the Bible stories on
wilderness and looking for directions.
wooden portable story boards. These
boards were displayed where multitudes of
In a recent meeting with the Blandin
people were able to learn the Bible
Foundation, I was reintroduced to the
stories. The story boards were portable,
Healthy Community and 9 Common
and also duplicated by other artists. When
Dimensions.
the printing press began, pictures with
printed words comprised most pages.
These are all part of a pie chart with the

The Blandin Foundation

Where does one fit in a community? Do I
see the picture?

focus on Healthy Community. Each has a
vital part, however there is no beginning or
ending, they are intertwined components.

How do I learn to remember and then
share?
For many to remember a picture story you
may not need to be shown it more than
once. To remember what you have read may
take a number of times to read the
information. For instance, first read a
chapter in the adult Bible and try to
remember what it said. Next, read the same
chapter in a children’s picture Bible, the
mind has put the pictures to memory. Which
did you remember better? We often
remember picture stories easier as we can
connect the story and picture.

Blandin Foundation

Quilts tell a picture story. The creator of the
quilt knows the story. Others interpret the
quilt story when viewed. Once seen, one
may add the oral and written story.
Historical quilts tell a story that can be
interpreted. When Lutheran World Relief
quilts reach their destination, they too will
tell a story.

The Blandin Foundation is a
private foundation based out of
Grand Rapids, MN. Their mission
is to strengthen rural
communities in Minnesota
through partnership, advocacy
and workshops to build more
inclusivity.
Click here to learn more about
their work.

Question of the Month
October: The 500 th
Anniversary of the Reformation
is this month. How would you
like to reform the church
today?
November: We are to count
our blessings this month during
Thanksgiving. What blessing
has come to you and your
family this year? Was it
expected or a complete
surprise?
December: Do you have a
favorite or special Christmas
ornament? Why is it special?

What is a complex issue you are
currently addressing, either personally
or in your church or community? What is
your answer?
Yes, every major religion is built on a
story. Think of the song “I love to tell the
Many answers dealt with the 9 common
story,” this story connects our head and our
dimensions. Some attendees had church/
heart. When we have seen, heard and read a
religious affiliation as a complex issue about story.. we can go to the ends of the world to
change, lack of change or about being an
tell our story and God’s story.
inviting place to attend. Other answers
include: accessibility, financial community
issues, a lack of available childcare, limited
Mission Growth
access to broadband, housing, healthy
Betty Brandt, Betty Anderson,
eating, lack of public transportation and the
Marcella Chapman
list continued.

WELCA IN THE
NEWS!!
WELCA
leader,
Algene Larson ,
recently received
the Pay It Forward
Award for Stevens
County. See the full
story here!

Spirituality and Wellness is one of the
dimensions.
How do I share my Spirituality with
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2017 In Kind Offerings
One way to respond, “Here
I am” is to begin
preparations for this
year’s in kind offering.
This year, due to the
natural devastations
taking place in the US and
worldwide; the Mission
Action team has decided to
focus on Personal Care
Kits! These kits are simple
to assemble and
inexpensive. For someone
who has lost everything, it
can restore dignity and
health. Please consider
organizing a drive for your
local unit and bring your
assembled kits to
convention in June. The
semi-truck will be parked
out front to bring them all
to Lutheran World Relief
for you!
Of course, we will also be
accepting any Lutheran
World Relief Kits, Quilts,
Fleece Blankets, Soap and
Christian Literature as
well. Please visit the
following pages on the
LWR website for details on
all the donation options
available to you:



Personal Care Kits



School Kits



Baby Care Kits



Fabric Kits



Fleece Tied Blankets



Quilts



Soap

Mission Action: Here I Am, Lord
By now, you have seen the news. As of this
writing, Hurricanes Harvey and Irma have
left a path of absolute destruction in Texas,
Florida and many states in between. That is
just in the United States. Nearly every
country in the Caribbean is in need. Now
Hurricane Maria has devastated Puerto Rico,
leaving many Americans without electricity
and clean water for the unforeseeable future.
I have not even started looking into the
devastation from the wildfires in Canada and
western United States, floods in India and
Nepal, or the earthquake in Mexico City.
I don’t know about you, but news like this is
extremely overwhelming for me. When the
woes of the world seem to come one after
another, I find it so tempting to become
numb and give in to despair. I want to say to
myself, “This is too much. Nothing I do will
make these huge problems any better.” Yet, I
know very well whose voice is tempting me
to have this mindset.
In these moments, when I know God is
calling me to aid in an insurmountable task, I

Today, we are clearly hearing God’s call to
these parts of the world turned upside down
by floods, wind, rain and fire. I pray that we
are all able to pull the covers away from our
eyes, look to the heavens, and boldly
respond: “Here I am.”
Mission Action
Christina Nelson, Karla Conrad,
Joanna Rustad

Faith Talk with Kristy
Last Thanksgiving we celebrated the day
with the Henriksen side of our family. My
husband is one of five children. Also
included are 3 in-laws, 8 grandchildren,
and 2 great grandchildren. Not all could
attend but it was a nice group. We were
together at the ‘home place’ where my
father-in-law was born. It is an Iowa
Century Farm. Marius started the farm,
Leroy (my father-in-law) bought it, and
now his children own it. My brother-in-law
Philip and his wife Lisa remodeled the
original farmhouse. My husband, his
brother Glenn, and our son Jess farm the
land. It is a lovely location with tall
cottonwood trees, apple trees, rhubarb,
lilacs, and beautiful rich soil.
Last November, the week before
Thanksgiving, Glenn noticed an eagle
perched high on a cottonwood tree staring
to the east, as if inspecting the crops or
watching the harvest. Concerns were
mentioned about pets in the yard, small
children being frightened, an eagle, etc?
I remembered a talk by John Knife Sterner
back at our 2011 Convention in Granite
Falls. He was educating us about his Native
American culture.
I remember he
mentioned something about “when you see
an eagle …” Unfortunately, I could not
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think on the phrase “Here I am.” The Bible
uses these three words repeatedly. Abraham
speaks it repeatedly when the Lord calls him
to sacrifice his own son. (Genesis 22) Moses
speaks it when the Lord appeared in the
burning bush, calling him to lead the
Hebrews from Egypt. (Exodus 3:2-4) Mary
speaks it upon hearing the news that she
would bear the savior of the world. (Luke
1:38) Repeatedly, God calls ordinary people
to do extraordinary works. Repeatedly, we
see these paragons of faith simply respond
with “Here I am.” I do not know where this
call will lead. I do not know what will become
of me. Nevertheless, I am here. Use me.

remember what it meant, but only that it
was good!
I have a healthy respect for Native
American customs and beliefs. I live in
Pipestone, which is holy ground for Native
Americans. Our land contains the sacred
red stone that is used for peace pipes and
other carvings. Legend says Pipestone is
protected from storms. Since living here,
tornadoes have traveled around the town,
twice.
Luckily Johnson Knife Sterner presented a
workshop at our 2017 Convention in
Redwood Falls. He spoke on his artwork
and some about his Native American
heritage. It was really good! I had a
chance to ask him about our ‘eagle sighting
at Thanksgiving’.
Sighting an eagle means ‘you are on the
right path’. What reassuring news when
the year is almost ended and you often take
stock of your life and your future. On the
right path - just remember it could
meander a bit, be bumpy, or even rough,
you may have to rest a bit, but you are on
the right path. As Christians we know that
the Lord is with us on all of our paths, all of
our days!
Kristy Henriksen

2017 Fall Conference Gatherings
Conference

Date/Time

Location

Attending

Program

Crow River

Sept 30, 2017
8 am

Peace Lutheran
Church
Cosmos, MN

Betty Brandt

God, Girlfriends & Chocolate

Glacial Ridge

Oct 24, 2017
4:30 pm

Faith Lutheran Church
Morris, MN

Joanna Rustad

Martin Luther by Pastor Larry
Strenge

Great River

Oct 7, 2017
8:30 am

Glendorado Lutheran
Church
Princeton, MN

Betty Anderson

Tell Your Story

Lac Qui Parle

Oct 17, 2017
5pm

Our Saviors Lutheran
Church
Montevideo, MN

Kim Christianson

God’s Work, Our Hands, Across the
Waters

Lakeland

Sept 28, 2017
5pm

Green Lake Bible
Camp
Spicer, MN

Christina Nelson

“All Anew”
Melody Butler from Healing Nest

Minnesota
Valley

Oct 14, 2017
8:30am

Zion Lutheran Church
Arlington, MN

Jane Tongen

Open Door

Prairie

Oct 7, 2017
8:30am

First Lutheran Church
Marshall, MN

Linda Magnuson

“Underground Railroad”
Pr. Linda Lagergren

Scenic Valley

Sept 21, 2017
5:30pm

Our Saviors Lutheran
Church
Bird Island, MN

Lindy Kaden

Martin Luther by Pastor Larry
Strenge

Shetek

Sept 16, 2017
8:30am

Shetek Lutheran
Ministries
Shetek, MN

Karla Conrad

Terry & Peg

Watonwan
River

Oct 7, 2017
8:30am

Our Savior’s Lutheran
Marcella Chapman
New Ulm, MN

“Reformation” by
Dietra Stahton
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SYNODICAL BOARD 2017-2018
President:
Kristy Henriksen
907 5th Ave SE, Pipestone, MN 56164
507-825-3122
507-215-0826 (Cell)
henriksen7@mchsi.com
Congregation: First Lutheran, Pipestone
Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2018)
Vice-President:
Linda Magnuson
PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229
507-423-5243
lindamag@charter.net
Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood
Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2019)
Secretary:
Diane Fredin
25271 571st Ave, Winthrop, MN 55396
507-647-2322
507-766-0895(Cell)
difredin@mnval.net
Cogregation: St. John’s Lutheran, Winthrop
Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2019)
Treasurer:
Maria Lokensgard
37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082
507-246-5828
mandem.loke@gmail.com
Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter
Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires Jan 2019)
Board Members At Large:
Betty Anderson
20556 Elkview Rd, Richmond, MN 56368
320-597-3339
612-730-8987 (Cell)
betand83@gmail.com
Congregation: Peace Lutheran, Cold Spring
Conference: Great River (1st term expires 2019)
Betty Brandt
1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-9655
218-244-5219 (Cell)
cookingbetty@gmail.com
Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson
Conference: Crow River (1st term expires 2018)
Christina Nelson
905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201
320-412-0510 (Cell)
swmnwelca@gmail.com
Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi
Conference: Lakeland (1st term expires 2018)
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Jane Tongen
1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312
320-328-4176
320-510-1710 (work)
jt3205101726@gmail.com
Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton
Conference: Lakeland (1st term expires 2019)
Joanna Rustad
39956 Co Rd 2, Hancock, MN 56244
320-392-5926
320-288-8864 (Cell)
puttchoo@yahoo.com
Congregation: Our Redeemer’s Lutheran, Hancock
Conference: Glacial Ridge (2nd term expires 2018)
Karla Conrad
175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144
507-215-1624
605-331-1287 (work)
conradkarla@gmail.com
Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper
Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2019)
Kim Christianson
1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258
507-530-2301 (Cell)
christianson.kim@gmail.com
Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall
Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2018)
Lindy Kaden
403 Morten Dr, Redwood Falls, MN 56283
320-295-6044
lindykaden@gmail.com
Congregation: Gloria Dei, Redwood Falls
Conference: Scenic Valley (1st 1yr term expires 2018)
Marcella Chapman
867 280th Ave, Westbrook, MN 56183
507-274-6294
507-828-8829 (Cell)
chapmanbm@gmail.com
Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Westbrook
Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2019)
SW MN Synod Staff Liaison:
Pastor Linda Pedersen
PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-637-3904 (work)
linda.pedersen@swmnelca.org
Communicator Editor:
Christina Nelson
905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201
320-412-0510 (Cell)
swmnwelca@gmail.com

