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Meet your 2018-19 SWMN Synod Board! 

Congratulations to the newly elected board members. May God 

grant wisdom and guidance for the coming year in your service 

to the Women of the ELCA.  

Please see the Board Directory at the end of this issue for contact 

information. 
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A Word from Your President 
Hello to all the SW MN Women! I am your newly elected 
SWO President! I farm with my husband, Glen, and we 
live on our farm southwest of Lamberton, which is in 
Shetek Conference and I am an active member of our 
congregation, Old Westbrook Lutheran. I am  “Mom” to 
two married daughters and “Gma” to six grandchildren. 
We lost our son, brother, uncle in 2015 in a vehicle 
accident. Toby was 41 and was an important part of our 
lives and now we are still learning to live with his 
memory in our hearts. 

My activity with the synod women’s organization started 
back in 2002. I served as a board member – was the 
editor for The Communicator – served one term as synod 
president. In 2012 I was elected as synod president and a 
few weeks after election I received a call asking me to 
serve on the Churchwide Executive Board. I am still 
grateful to JoAnn Pedersen who was VP of the synod at 
that time and she graciously took over the president spot 
for the next year! I thoroughly enjoyed the CW position 
for two terms and finished up those duties in 2017. It was 
a great learning experience. I got to do some traveling 
and meet so many neat women throughout the United 
States. Today SW MN Synod is fortunate to have Sara 
Larson from our synod serving on the CW board. If you 
ever want to know more about the CW board and might 
be interested in serving on the board at some time, feel 
free to get ahold of me or Sara. The CW board is always 
looking for candidates to serve! 

So here we are just coming off the 31st Synod Women’s 
Convention held at Bethlehem Lutheran in St. Cloud. This 
issue comes a little late so that there was time to receive 
all the convention reports. If you were one of the 
attendees, than you can refresh your memory of all the 
business, great speakers, worship, displays and 
workshops that happened while at convention in this 
issue of The Communicator. If you were unable to attend 
than be sure to read all the convention reports and 
hopefully something will inspire you to want to attend 
the 32nd Convention May 3-4, 2019 at First Lutheran in 
Marshall MN! Remember if you have never attended a 
synod women’s convention before you can apply for the 
Scholarship Program (read this year’s scholarship 
recipient report to find out how inspired these five 
women were!) 

I’m going to give you all a heads up! At the 2019 SWO 
Convention there will not only be an election for a Vice 
President, Secretary and four Board Members but we will 
also be electing our Triennial Voting Members! So, keep 
that in mind and look for more information to come soon 
to the Units from our Synod Nominating Committee. The 
allowed number of voting members for our synod is nine 
plus the SWO President who serves by virtue of office. 
Ten percent of our voting members elected need to be 
first time attendees, so get the word out to women of 

your units. Churchwide pays for airfare to and from, 
registration and lodging for the Convention part 
(business sessions). Everyone is on their own for 
registration and lodging for the Gathering (events, 
speakers, workshops, etc.). If you have interest in putting 
your name on the ballot and you have some questions, 
feel free to contact me or anyone that has attended a 
Triennial before. We elect our voting members the year 
before Triennial – which, by the way, will be in Phoenix 
AZ in 2020! The Convention dates are July 14 – 16th and 
the Gathering dates are July 16 – 19th. There will be 3 
Triennial scholarships awarded in our synod. Attend your 
conference fall & spring gatherings and you will have the 
opportunity to sign up for one of these scholarships. The 
scholarships will pay for Gathering registration at the 
2020 Triennial. Keep your eyes open for more 
information on this. If you sign up you have a good 
chance of your name being drawn!! 

As I write this column your synod board is busy finalizing 
plans for the 2018 Leadership Event being held at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran, Redwood Falls on Saturday, September 8th. 
Conference officers; conference nominating committees 
and synod nominating committees will be invited to this 
event and the board plans to have some great 
information to take home and share at your individual 
conference fall gatherings. Look for more information 
about this yearly event in this issue of The 
Communicator. 

I pray for any of you in the flood areas in our state with 
the big rains on July 3rd. We were fortunate to only have 
received 5 inches that week at our farm, but we didn’t 
have to drive very far to find roads washed out and 
property damage. I also keep all women of our synod in 
my prayers so that we can all work together to stay 
confident, courageous and bold as we serve the Women 
of the ELCA in love. 

Joan Iverson, President 

SW MN SWO Women of the ELCA 
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Scholarship Reports: 

“I want to express my gratitude for a scholarship to attend the Women of the ELCA 2018 Synodical Convention. I feel blessed 

to have had the opportunity to participate in this inspirational gathering. I learned what it means to be an “Outlaw 

Christian.” It began for me by filling my car with boxes of shoes to bring for Soles 4 Souls. I was delighted to find out that all 

the boxes of donated shoes filled 2 – 16 foot trailers and a pick-up truck. That will mean a lot of shoes for those in need. At 

the convention I met my mentors Karen and Algene and my fellow scholarship recipients. It was a pleasure to grow in faith 

and fellowship with these wonderful women. All the speakers and workshop presenters were inspirational and the 

entertainment in the evening, a musical ventriloquist was delightful. I especially enjoyed Pastor Yolanda Denson-Byers who 

led us in worship and a bible study. Her message of love and encouragement to be “Outlaw Christians and bring peace to the 

world” was a powerful message. The women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church were wonderful hosts and the food was 

plentiful and delicious.” 

-Jane Larter, Christ Lutheran Church, Glencoe, Minnesota 

“I just want to thank the board for a wonderful convention. it was such a great time. I have never been so grateful for the 
scholarship. The fellowship of all the women and the speakers were so awesome. I felt so uplifted! God is good! I was 
nervous at first, but thanks to Algene and Karen I felt so involved and apart of a great group. I so appreciated the time that 
was spent with us and a special thanks for our hotel and blessed meals. It's an experience I'm so glad I was able to be 
involved with. Thank you so much” 

-Linda Keeler, Glendorado Lutheran Church, Princeton, Minnesota 
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Convention 2018 Recap 

“Keep alert, stand firm on your faith, be courageous, be strong.  

Let all that you do be done in love.” I Corinthians 16:13-14 NRSV  

Our hearts are full as we look back on another successful Synod Convention. 
Thank you all so much for attending. Our two day convention had 157 women in 
attendance on Friday and 136 women on Saturday. Throughout the course of the 
two days we heard many messages, prayers, scriptures and songs with many ideas 
on what it means to be an “Outlaw Christian.” 

We also spent the weekend full of generous hearts and minds as we freely gave of 
our time, talent and treasure to serve God and our neighbor. Here are the results 
of our offerings: 

$9,545 was our total monetary offering. This money was distributed in the 
following way: $4,772.50 went to Churchwide Women of the ELCA, $2,386.25 went to Better Together Food Packing Events 
and $2,386.25 went to Current for Curran. 

In addition, we also collected $788.01 for Katie’s Fund (with matching donations, this total is $1,576.02. The Synod Board 
also voted to give and additional $1,000 to Current to Curran and $500 ELCA Initiative for Equipping Leaders in honor of 
Rev. Linda Pedersen's retirement. 

For our In Kind offerings, the semi truck was ready and waiting for us at 9am to collect the many quilts, blankets and kits 

from all our units. We also had donations for Soles 4 Souls, St. Cloud VA and Christian Literature. Our totals were: 2,176 

personal care kits, 940 quilts, 71 fleece blankets, 355 baby care kits, 949 school kits, 115 fabric kits, 169 soap, 140 boxes of 

Christian literature, 311 boxes & bags of shoes (Soles 4 Souls), and $1,675 towards shipping costs! 



Convention 2018 Photo Highlights! 

Sue Ellwanger with information on the Current 

for Curran  project. The board gave $1,000 to 

kick start the offering for this project. 

Rev. Dr. Yolanda Denson- 

Byers preaching and leading 

us in bible study 

Guest speaker Dr. Jacqueline 

Bussie on being an “Outlaw 

Christian” 

Rev. Kevin Doely—Musical Ventriloquist: 

“Laugh for Life” 

Rev. Bruce Berg on the 

“Women & Justice Social 

Statement” 

Our churchwide guest Kandy 

Pflaster 

Workshop presentations by: Amy Bigot, Marcy Prinz, Kandy Pflaster, 

Want to see more? Visit the links below to view the entire 

photo album of the 2018 Synod Convention! 

 

Day 1   Day 2 
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Our convention speaker-- Dr. Jacqueline Bussie--has a 

new book coming out August 20!  You can pre-order 

Love Without Limits on Amazon here: https://

amzn.to/2kV0Df1   Plus, right now, all pre-orders 

receive a FREE journal, FREE book club/church group 

discussion guide, and FREE chapter download; for this 

exciting free pre-order offer click here:  https://goo.gl/

K4EvyK  

PRE-ORDER INFO! 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/6ggFm3HMWJPWJysX8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/aRLM4sd6jLWAK8Gk7
https://amzn.to/2kV0Df1
https://amzn.to/2kV0Df1
https://goo.gl/K4EvyK
https://goo.gl/K4EvyK


5 5 

Mission Community/Justice 
Minnesota Valley conference had an interesting speaker 
at their Spring Gathering, He was not one of those 
speakers that makes you feel all warm and fuzzy inside, 
or so excited that you won’t come down from the high 
for days. What he did was made you want to cry, 
question what could be done, and even made people 
angry. You may ask what this presenter spoke on at the 
Gathering. It was a subject most of us do not want to 
discuss and don’t even want to think about: Trafficking, 
Human Trafficking is also known as modern-day 
slavery. People who are trafficked are coerced, 
abducted and/or imprisoned for forced labor, often of a 
sexual nature. 

Who would guess that it is here, in Minnesota, and 
communities close to You?  Where is the Justice? 

Justice refers to an underlying sense of fairness, right 
treatment and reciprocity. Various forms of justice 
include: retributive justice, corrective justice, 
distributive justice, restorative justice, structural 
justice, fair or equal treatment under the law and 
ending oppression based on power differences. 

What can you do? Volunteer! Donate! Pray! All of these 
are good. You should do one or all. But, first read Draft 
Social Statement on Women and Justice (https://
elca.org/womenandjustice) The following paragraphs 
are excerpts from that statement: 

The bodies of all people, in their diversity, are gifts of the 
Creator and are held by God in equal value; indeed, all 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 6:19). 
Paul confirmed this when he described how our 
particularities are, in Christ, no longer a source of 
division: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). 
Humans are wondrously diverse in character, 
experiences, joys, sorrows, passions, and vocations and 
God intends equity in that diversity. Therefore, people of 
faith are called to support civil laws and church policies 
that treat all people equitably. 

5) We confess that, as God’s people, forgiven in Jesus 
Christ, we are at the same time liberated and sinful. 
We are broken, and yet we are made new by grace 
through faith. This good news is true even as we 
participate in cultures and societies that are broadly 
patriarchal and sexist. 

The Lutheran Confessions explain sin fundamentally as 
the self-centered failure to fear and trust God. As a result 
of this broken trust in God, human relationships also 
become broken and distorted. Because God’s law was 
given to guide human relationships, anything that breaks 
and distorts human relationships is sinful and unjust. 

Sexism and patriarchy are sinful because they foster 
attitudes and actions that distort relationships, violate 
God’s law, and result in injustice. When we do not ensure 
the physical and sexual safety of women, girls, and others 
oppressed by patriarchy, whether in relationships, homes, 
churches, or anywhere in public, then we sin. When we 
use derogatory names, we do psychological harm and 
perpetuate injustice. When we participate in sinful 
systems of patriarchy and sexism that harm our 
neighbor, knowingly or unknowingly, we sin. 

6) We confess that we are justified by God’s grace 
through faith. This promise frees us from trying to 
earn God’s love or justify ourselves, so that we can do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God and 
our neighbors. A commitment to neighbor justice is 
key to our understanding of the ministry of Jesus 
Christ and to our reading of the Scriptures. God’s act 
of redeeming love evokes love in us for others who 
need justice in all areas of their lives. This call to 
justice specifically means that we seek equity and 
justice for women and girls and others who 
experience oppression due to sexism and patriarchy. 

Now do what you can and serve the Lord to find Justice 
for Women? 

Our prayer for you: “May God Bless you, and help you 
see the injustice in our world and help you to find a way 
to stop it. 

Jane Tongen, Lindy Kaden, Kim Christianson 

Prayers are needed for a former Synod President, 

Marion McCrory.  She has had a tough year and 

needs our prayers.  Marion served on the synod 

board many years and served as president from 

2009 - 2012.  The women's organization is very 

dear to her heart, so send a note and tell her you 

are thinking of her.  Marion had heart valve 

surgery in March of 2018.  June 29th she endured 

a successful knee surgery.  June 30th she suffered 

a stroke and has been having more strokes 

happening as the weeks are going by, leaving her 

with a useless left arm and leg.  Her speech and 

cognitive abilities are good.  Mail can be sent 

to:  Marion McCrory, Glenwood Retirement Home, 

719 - 2nd Street SE,  Room 225, Glenwood MN 

56334  

PRAYER REQUEST 

https://elca.org/womenandjustice
https://elca.org/womenandjustice
https://maps.google.com/?q=719+-+2nd+Street+SE,%C2%A0+Room+225,+Glenwood+MN+56334&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=719+-+2nd+Street+SE,%C2%A0+Room+225,+Glenwood+MN+56334&entry=gmail&source=g


Mission Action/Stewardship 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; 
if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” Matthew 17:4 NRSV 

Last May was my first WELCA Synod Convention as a 
board member and Mission Action committee member. It 
was my first time standing out in the cold hours before 
the convention wondering if anyone would come. As 
many of you know, our Southwestern Minnesota Synod 
has had a semi truck and convention to collect our in-
kind offerings. We are always so grateful for the 
businesses that have donated the use of a full semi for us 
over the years. Last year, however, standing out there in 
the cold, looking at an empty truck I couldn’t help but 
wonder why we did that. Would people even come? 
Would this enormous truck be worth it? 

I should not have doubted. Within an hour, that semi was 
over half full! That is no small feat, and I felt that sense of 
awe and wonder. I found myself on the mountaintop with 
Peter crying “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” 

This year will be no different. We have been blessed to be 
a blessing to others, and the women of our Synod 
exemplify this every year. When we come up to the 
podium to announce our in-kind offerings, don’t be afraid 

to be on the mountaintop. For we climbed it together, you 
and I, with our time, talent and treasure. A celebration is 
in order. 

Yet, we are not called to stay on the mountaintop. Those 
three dwellings were never built. God is constantly calling 
us back down the mountain to get our hands dirty and 
start again. And, what good news it is that God comes 
down the mountain with us! 

In past years, the Mission Action team will decide in 
September what the in-kind offering focus will be for the 
next convention. This year we are doing things a little 
different. We are announcing TODAY that the 2019 In-
Kind offering focus will be School Kits! This is meant to 
give you all an opportunity to take advantage of back to 
school sales in August and really fill up those backpacks! 
Let’s come back down the mountain together, get our 
hands dirty and start again. The work may seem to never 
end, but have faith. We will see the mountaintop again in 
Marshall on May 3, 2019 when we once again overflow 
our semi with our collective gifts. God bless us on our 
journey back up. 

Christina Nelson, Karla Conrad, Joanna Rustad 
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Mission Growth/Discipleship 
I spent an incredible three days this past summer. My husband 

and I took our grandchildren to Grandparents Grandchild 

Camp. This was held at Shetek Lutheran Ministries, but I am 

sure they have something similar at the Camps in other areas. 

The theme for Camp this summer was “This Changes 

Everything” with the bible verse being “Ephesians 2: 8 For by 

Grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God.” I think this theme holds true 

for all of us. If we listen to what God tells us in Ephesians 2: 8 

our lives can be changed. I quote from the Camps News Letter 

“We are learning about God’s grace during our bible time, 

worship, games and all throughout our day. We will consider 

and celebrate how the loving action of God in Christ changes 

everything. From the time of the early church and still today, 

the followers of Jesus, enlivened and emboldened by God’s 

grace have been and are at work in the world.”  This statement 

is very fitting for all of us. We can learn a lot just by observing 

the world around us. 

This was not the first time we took the grandchildren to 

Grandparent Grandchild camp. We have three grandchildren 

and there ages are 10, 12, and 13. I think the first time we took 

them to camp was when they were 3, 5, 6, so this is about the 

seventh year we have taken them to this generational camp. 

It has been a wonderful experience watching these children 

grow and mature in their faith. When they were younger we 

had to help them participate in bible study and with the songs 

they sang.  Now they know most of the songs, just from singing 

them so much. They are all old enough to read so the bible 

studies have changed very much. The youngest read the entire 

reading from Luke 15: 11-31 which is the parable of the 

prodigal son. They all take part in the discussion with some of 

them being a little reluctant. 

We get to spend time with them without the pressures of 

parents, work they need to do and away from the electronic 

media that is out there for them to use. We have found out that 

they observe a lot more of what is going on in the world then a 

person would think. In day to day conversations they do not 

talk about World or national news. When we are away from 

the everyday things these subjects do enter the conversations. 

They do have opinions on some of the things that are going on 

in the world today. 

The grandchildren learned you have to be kind, loving, and 

sharing in today’s life. The greatest part is they want to go 

again next year. We will have to see as the two older ones will 

be teenagers. There is also the possibility their parents will 

have a different plan for them. It was a great three days. 

Thanks be to God!! 

Marcella Chapman, Betty Anderson, Betty Brandt 



Looking Out My Window by Joan 

Greetings! Thinking back when I served as Synod President in the early 2000’s, I wrote an 
article for each issue of The Communicator and chose the title “Looking Out My Window.” I 
am going to carry on that title for my column that you will see in each issue of the 
publication. I’ll share my thoughts on a subject or happening by events that I may witness by 
actually looking out my kitchen window or vehicle window but also thoughts I may see 
through the window of my heart. 

As I write this, the synod board is busy making plans for the Leadership Event and the 
thought of leaders is on my mind today as I write this column. Jesus Christ is the ultimate 
model for each and every aspect of our lives. As leaders, one of the most important lessons 

to be gleaned from His model is that of Servant Leadership. Think about it, ladies, Jesus humbled Himself to serve his 
followers. When we speak of Christ as servant leader, we see images of the Son of God on his hands and knees washing 
His disciples’ feet, willingly taking the cross, and all the while calling us to pray for our enemies and those who 
persecute us. He didn’t just call us to only serve those who talk, think, act, and look like us. He wants us to serve 
everyone; even our enemies! He could have lived in a mansion on the hill with servants waiting on him hand and foot, 
but instead he chose to descend and live as a homeless, migrant preacher so that we might know the truth and catch the 
tiniest glimpse of who He really is. 

We should therefore respond and follow His example and apply it to our own leadership style. When we look at the role 
of being a leader we assume great responsibility, and we have been entrusted to be faithful stewards of such. We are 
not appointed to be prideful. We are called to humble ourselves and serve those who follow us by rolling up our sleeves 
and investing in the lives of the people we lead. We will help people grow and in turn they help us grow. 

My daily prayer is to thank our Lord Jesus Christ for the wonderful model of compassion, love and service and I also 
pray that each and every one of you women who are serving in whatever capacity may have the desire and the wisdom 
to live your lives by His perfect example. May each of you be given the strength to humbly lead and serve the people in 
our  lives with whom you have graciously been blessed with! 

Always be kind. 
If you see someone falling behind, walk beside them. 

If someone is being ignored, find a way to include them.   
If someone has been knocked down, lift them up.   

Always remind people of their worth.   
Be who you needed when you were going through hard times.   

Just one small act of kindness could mean the world to someone. 
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Leadership Training Workshop 
Where: Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, MN 

When: Saturday, September 8, 2018  

Time: Check in at 8:30am  

Drink in the Gifts of the Spirit 
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  

you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” Psalm 23:5 NRSV  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All conference officers and board members are invited to a morning of inspiration and training 

for leadership in the Women of the ELCA. Invitations will be mailed August 1st with details on 

the day’s schedule. 
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What’s Happening Around SWMN 
 

 
Our theme was "quilts", and our speaker displayed her "Underground Railroad Quilt", and explained what the various 

squares represented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: December 1st 

Lac Qui Parle conference is sponsoring a bus to the Concordia Christmas Concert. Please contact 

Sue Christopher at susanfchristopher@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

 

 

Do you have an event, photo or item worth sharing? Submit them to: swmnwelca@gmail.com 

Great River Spring Gathering: 

Our leadership along with a friendship quilt. Pictured L to R: Betty Anderson, Jane Leitzman, Debbie 

Grzybowski, Betty Ghylin, Paula Dobbertin, Pauline Bratt, Mary Ann Border 

by Marcy Sommervold 

Sung to the tune of “On Our Way Rejoicing” 

As we work together, throughout this coming year, 

May our work be fruitful, as we share and care, 

We will be responsive, each time that they ask, 

God will richly bless us, when we do each task. 

REFRAIN: On our way rejoicing, as we forward move, 

We will work together, showing God our love. 

A SONG FOR WELCA GATHERINGS 

Lac Qui Parle Upcoming Event: 

mailto:swmnwelca@gmail.com?subject=Communicator%20Submission


9 



2018 Fall Conference Gatherings 
*Visit our website www.swmnwelca.org for future, updated information on Fall Gatherings 

Conference Date/Time Location Attending Program 

Crow River 
Sept 29, 2018 

8 am 

St. John’s Lutheran 

Church 

Annandale, MN 

Betty Brandt  

Glacial Ridge 
Sept 17, 2018 

4:30 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

Cyrus, MN 

Louise Ferry 
Melody Butler 

Eagle’s Healing Nest 

Great River 
Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church 

Albany, MN 

Betty Anderson 
Pastor Janine Olson 

Walking in God’s Love 

Lac Qui Parle 
Oct 16, 2018 

5 pm 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Madison, MN 
Kim Christianson 

Earthrise Farms 

“The Song of the Universe is 

Thanksgiving” 

Lakeland 
Sept 27, 2018 

5 pm 

Green Lake Bible 

Camp 

Spicer, MN 

Christina Nelson 

Pastor Dan Bowman 

Story of Hawk Creek Lutheran 

Church 

Minnesota 

Valley 

Oct 13, 2018 

8:30 am 

Augustana Lutheran 

Church 

Gibbon, MN 

Jane Tongen 

Diane Fredin 

Rev. Diane Hunstad 

“God’s Wink” 

Prairie 
Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Danebod Lutheran 

Church 

Tyler, MN 

Linda Magnuson 

Joan Iverson 

Barb Rechtzigel 

My Journey Back to God 

Scenic Valley 
Sept 20, 2018 

5:45 pm 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

Walnut Grove, MN 

Marcy Chapman 

Joan Iverson 

Katie Chapman 

Shetek Environmental Education 

Director 

Shetek 
Sept 15, 2018 

8:30 am 

Shetek Lutheran 

Ministries 

Shetek, MN 

Karla Conrad 

Joan Iverson 
 

Watonwan 

River 

Oct 6, 2018 

8:30 am 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Odin, MN 

Barbara 

Wurtzberger 

Missy Berg Heilman 

“Bio Girls: Beautiful, Inside, and 

Out” 
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http://www.swmnwelca.org/fall-gatherings/
http://www.swmnwelca.org/event/prairie-2018-spring-gathering/
http://www.swmnwelca.org/event/prairie-2018-spring-gathering/
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SYNODICAL BOARD 2018-2019 

President: 

Joan Iverson 

23308 County Road 54, Lamberton, MN 56152 

507-445-3388  507-227-8670 (Cell) 

jackjoan73@gmail.com 

Congregation: Old Westbrook Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Vice-President: 

Linda Magnuson 

PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229 

507-423-5243 

lindamag@charter.net 

Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood 

Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Secretary: 

Diane Fredin 

25271 571st Ave, Winthrop, MN 55396 

507-647-2322  507-766-0895(Cell) 

difredin@mnval.net 

Cogregation: St. John’s Lutheran, Winthrop 

Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Treasurer: 

Maria Lokensgard 

37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082 

507-246-5828 

mandem.loke@gmail.com 

Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires Jan 2019) 

 

Board Members At Large: 

Betty Anderson 

20556 Elkview Rd, Richmond, MN 56368 

320-597-3339  612-730-8987 (Cell) 

betand83@gmail.com 

Congregation: Peace Lutheran, Cold Spring 

Conference: Great River (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Betty Brandt 

1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350 

320-587-9655  218-244-5219 (Cell) 

cookingbetty@gmail.com 

Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson 

Conference: Crow River (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Marcella Chapman 

867 280th Ave, Westbrook, MN 56183 

507-274-6294  507-828-8829 (Cell) 

chapmanbm@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Kim Christianson 

1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258 

507-530-2301 (Cell) 

christianson.kim@gmail.com 

Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall 

Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Karla Conrad 

175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144 

507-215-1624  605-331-1287 (work) 

conradkarla@gmail.com 

Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Louise Ferry 

920 70th St NE, Benson, MN 56215 

320-843-2477  320-766-3554 (Cell) 

lferry56215@yahoo.com 

Congregation: Shepherd of the Hills, Benson 

Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 

Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi 

Conference: Lakeland (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Jane Tongen 

1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312 

320-328-4176  320-510-1710 (work) 

jt3205101726@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Barbara Wurtzberger 

17675 220th Ave, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 

507-794-6869  507-276-2381 (Cell) 

rwurtz@sleepyeyetel.net 

Congregation: Our Savior’s, New Ulm 

Conference: Watonwan (1st term expires 2020) 

 

SW MN Synod Staff Liaison: 

Pastor Linda Pedersen 

PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

507-637-3904 (work) 

linda.pedersen@swmnelca.org 

 

Communicator Editor: 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 


