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Volume 3, Issue 1 

Deadline Extended!! 
 

Ladies, 

The Synod Nominating Committee needs your help! We are still 

looking for nominees for Triennial Voting members. Triennial 

takes place July 2020 in Phoenix, AZ. Please prayerfully consider 

this wonderful opportunity to have a voice in the direction of our 

WELCA for the next three years. 

If you have been a voting member to Triennial - you can certainly 

use your own experience of the duty to encourage other women 

to submit their names!  It truly is a learning experience! 

Please contact your local WELCA leader, Synod Board President, 

Joan Iverson (jackjoan73@gmail.com ) or Synod Nominating 

Committee, Kathy Bergs (dkbergs@gmail.com ) for more 

information. The form to apply can be found on the last page of 

this issue of the Communicator. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

SW MN WELCA Board 

 



A Word from Your President 
The Synodical Women’s Board met back in November 2018 and 
had a very productive meeting with many things discussed and 
planned for this new year of 2019. 

2019 SWO CONVENTION: 

The 32nd Annual Convention of the Southwestern Minnesota 
Synodical Women’s Organization of the Women of the ELCA will 
be held at First Lutheran in Marshall MN on May 3rd & 4th. The 
theme chosen is “Embraced by the Winds of Grace.” The Theme 
Verse is from Ecclesiastes 1:6 and the Theme Hymn is “Spirit of 
Gentleness.” The specified In-Kind offering will be SCHOOL KITS 
for LWR and we will also be accepting any and all LWR kits, 
Quilts, etc. We hope to have the Christian Literature van there 
again. 

A new Convention format is being tried this year: 

Friday, May 3rd – the Plenary Sessions (business meetings) for 
the Voting Members will begin at 1:30 p.m. There will be a light 
evening meal and some entertainment and closing vespers to 
close out the evening around 8 p.m. Displays will be open on 
Friday afternoon and any visitors that want to attend have that 
option to register and attend as well. 

Saturday, May 4th – the day will begin with In-Kind offerings 
being accepted starting at 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. We have set aside an 
8:30 a.m. time for that 3rd Plenary Session if needed (but we are 
hoping to have all the business completed by Friday 
evening). Registration will open at 8 a.m. with the Convention 
opening at 9 a.m. Saturday will be the day for our Worship, 
Speakers, Workshops, Displays. We hope to be closing the 
convention at 4 p.m. on that Saturday. 

The board is still working on speakers, workshops, and displays 
with hopes to have that finalized by our January meeting. 

LOOKING FOR A CONVENTION PARLIAMENTARIAN: 

Anyone interested in serving as the convention Parliamentarian? 
With the new format we are trying for the 2019 convention the 
services of the Parliamentarian will be needed the most on that 
Friday. If you have interest in helping us out with this duty, 
please contact Joan Iverson or a SWO Board member! 

2020 – GOING TO A ONE-DAY CONVENTION: 

A decision by the SWO Board was made to hold ONE-DAY 
conventions starting in 2020 with a one and a half day 
convention every 3rd year (the year we elect triennial voting 
members). This format has been discussed for some time by the 
board and there have been comments made on the convention 
evaluation forms by many of you women, so the step was taken 
and it has been made a motion and accepted and placed on the 
secretary’s books. 

SYNOD COUNCIL: 

Bishop Jon talked about the proposed plan to re-align the 
Conferences of our synod (going from 10 to 6 conferences) at the 
Leadership Event back in September. The Synod Council has had 
discussions at a couple of their meetings held in 2018. I know 
that some of you had shared concerns with me about this 
proposed plan. Just to give you an update – the Synod Council 

decided to put this issue on hold for now. There will NOT be a 
vote on this issue at the 2019 Synod Assembly. The matter will 
still be discussed with exploring some other options in the 
future, so for now the 10 Conferences stay as they presently are. 

PASTOR LINDA PEDERSEN RETIRES: 

Many of you are aware that Nov. 21, 2018 was Pastor Linda’s last 
day as Synod Minister. We all wish her a blessed rest and 
enjoyment in her retirement! 

NEWLY APPOINTED SYNOD STAFF LIAISON: 

Upon Pastor Linda retiring we now are happy to announce that 
our new synod staff liaison will be Pastor Kathryn Skoglund. We 
welcome her aboard and are eager to get to know her as our new 
liaison! 

CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS: 

As stated in the SW MN SWO Policy Statement, the Synod 
Women’s Organization will pay for the SWO Convention 
registration of the Conference Presidents. There will be a note 
about this on the registration forms for the 2019 convention. So 
if you are the Conference President attending convention, look 
for that note! If the Conference President cannot attend the 
Convention and the Conference VP will attend in her place – then 
this rule applies to her. 

2018 FALL GATHERINGS: 

The SWO board reviewed the 2018 Fall Gatherings and we were 
pleased to see the great attendance numbers and interesting 
speakers that the conferences put together. Thank you to all the 
conference officers for your faithful duty and commitment! We 
couldn’t do it without you and you are all very much 
appreciated! Keep up the good work and we all look forward to 
the plans you are making for the upcoming Spring Gatherings! 

TRIENNIAL GATHERING PROMOTER ASSIGNED: 

We are very pleased to announce that Pat Stevermer from Sleepy 
Eye will be our TGP for the upcoming 2020 Triennial Gathering! 
We welcome Pat aboard and if you have any concerns or 
questions about the 2020 Triennial Gathering in Phoenix AZ, feel 
free to contact Pat.  720 – 3rd Ave., SW, Sleepy Eye MN 
56085. Home: 507-794-7112; Cell: 507-920-6513 or 
stevermer@sleepyeyetel.net 

ATTENTION CONFERENCE SECRETARIES: 

There are still THREE conferences that have not sent in the new 
Unit Officer Listing to the synod secretary, synod president and 
TC editor. Those unit listings need to be sent in no later than the 
month of January. I applaud several of the conference secretaries 
for getting your lists in by the middle of November! Kuddos to 
you!! We anxiously await for Unit Officer listings from Lac Qui 
Parle; Minnesota Valley and Scenic Valley – as I type this these 
are the three conferences that need to send in their Unit listings. 
It’s important that the Synod President, Secretary and TC Editor 
receive these listings! Thank you for tending to that little duty! 

2019 SPRING GATHERINGS: 
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A Word from Your President—Cont’d 
The Spring Gatherings will be here before we know it and as your 

president I hope that I can make it to a few more events that you 

are all busy planning! Remember that if you haven’t put your 

name in for one of the three free Triennial Gathering registrations 

be sure to put your name in at the upcoming spring 

gathering. There will be one last chance to put your name in the 

hat at the 2019 SWO Convention! And….as soon as your 

conference board knows the date/place/time/and/or speaker for 

event – please let the Synod President and TC Editor know! 

Joan Iverson, President 

SW MN SWO Women of the ELCA 

Welcome to Our New Synod Staff Liaison—Rev. Dr. Kathryn Skoglund! 

Kathryn Skoglund was called to serve as Synod Minister for the Southwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA in 
October, 2015. Her work focuses on rostered leaders and areas of oversight include Candidacy, First Call Theo-
logical Education, Call Process, Fall Theological Conference, Misconduct, Boundaries workshops, and Compen-
sation Guidelines. 

Skoglund graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1981 with a B.A. in English Literature. She entered Lu-
ther seminary as a second career student and received an MDiv in 2001. In her first call she served Trinity Lu-
theran of rural Hector and St. Johns of rural Bird Island as well as serving as the HWY 212 Latino Ministry Coor-
dinator. From 2004-2008 she served as the chaplain at Project Turnabout Recovery Center in Granite Falls, and 
most recently as co-pastor at Trinity, Montevideo and Maynard Lutheran, Maynard.  In 2016 she completed a 
DMin in Biblical Preaching, with an emphasis on Biblical Storytelling. 

She and her husband John live in rural Granite Falls and have two children: Brady and his wife Jessi are in Sioux 

Falls, SD, and Taylor and her husband Josh live in Irving TX. 

Welcome, Pastor Kathryn! We are looking forward to working with you! 



Mission Action/Stewardship 

I don’t know about the rest of you, but I am tired. I write this article at the beginning of 
Advent season, and I am already exhausted. By January when this is published I will be 
downright weary. For my church and community, Advent and Christmas time seems to 
be an opportunity to turn everything up a notch. More bake sales, more Sunday school 
work, more special music, more food drives. All these things are wonderful ministries. 
However, for those of us that are seen as leaders in the church, it can be a particularly 
draining time of year. I see lay leaders burn themselves out year after year, often doing 
this work alone. 

Here is my confession: I burn myself out too. I want to be a helpful, active member of my 
church and community. Too often I interpret that as taking on projects for the church and 
then doing them by myself because I convince myself that no one else has time or desire 
to do it. Sisters, that path only breeds rigidity and resentment. I highly doubt it is what 
God has in mind when calling us to put His Word into action. 

Over the past year, I spent time developing leadership skills and trying on different areas 
of leadership for my church and community. I’ve learned and grown a lot this past year, 
but this still a big area of struggle for me. Asking for help. Inviting others into leadership 
with me and trusting that the work will get done together. If you suffer from the same 
brokenness as I do, know that you are not alone. If you wish to join me in the struggle, let 
me invite you into my New Year’s Resolution for 2019 to never work alone, invite others 
to lead with me, and never fear asking for help! Let us welcome the next Advent season 
with joy in our missions and energy to spare in the new year. 

Christina Nelson, Barbara Wurtzberger, Karla Conrad 
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2019 Convention Update! 

32nd SW MN SWO 
Convention 

When:  
May 3-4, 2019 

Where:  
First Lutheran Church 
Marshall, MN 

Theme:   
"Embraced by the 
Winds of Grace" 

Theme Verse:   
"The wind blows to the 
south, and goes around 
to the north; round and 
round goes the wind, 
and on its circuits the 
wind returns."  

Ecclesiastes 1:6 

Theme Hymn:   
"Spirit of Gentleness" 

Specified In-Kind 
Offering:  
School Kits for LWR 
(all LWR kits, quilts, etc. 
will be accepted as well 
as Christian Literature) 

What are All These Missions? 

Women of the ELCA are dedicated to growing in faith and living out their faith through 
service. As a new member I learned at our synodical board meeting Nov. 3 in Redwood 
Falls how the three boards ( mission action, mission community, and mission 
growth)  work to be of Christian service. 

Mission Action (stewardship) Quilt making, assembling personal care kits, school 
kits, baby care kits, fleece tied blankets and gathering soap for Lutheran World Relief are 
mission action projects, as well as food packaging events and collecting Christian 
literature to be distributed internationally. 

Mission Community (justice) strives to be aware of needs in our communities. In 
recent years that has meant developing initiatives to combat commercial sexual 
exploitation  and working through projects to help families experiencing hunger and 
homelessness. 

Mission Growth (discipleship) goals help women develop their individual talents 
and skills. The seven marks of discipleship are prayer, studying, worshiping, inviting, 
encouraging, serving and giving. Examples of growing in discipleship are Gather Bible 
study in circles, Thankoffering Sunday, promoting heart health education, and taking 
advantage of programs for leadership as seminarians and lay people. 
These three boards are the  vehicles Women of the ELCA can use to step out into the 
world and extend God's love and caring. They are a way each woman as a member of the 
body of Christ can use her specific talents and skills to make a difference in our 
communities and the larger world. 

Barbara Wurtzberger 
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Mission Community/Justice 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 

As I began to write this article, I have been selected to be on 
“Jury Duty.” Many of you have likely been selected in the 
past also. 

When I think of taking part in this Judicial process,  I am 
excited but nervous….. I wonder…..Can I be fair and 
impartial to someone whom may have committed a 
crime? Or what if the trial is about something so heinous 
that ended in a “loss of life!” 

Am I qualified to make this sort of decision? Will justice be 
served by MY decision? Can I really do this? Maybe the 
“Real” question should be what is JUSTICE? How can we 
give Justice if we don’t understand it! 

God placed us on earth to care for all of His creation, but He 
gave us a free will to make our own decisions & choices. 
With that being said, He gave us 10 commandments to help 
us make “good choices.” In the event we disobey, He did not 
lay out a punishment procedure. I have always believed 
there is only “One True Judge” and that is God. 

So as I think about our judgement system, I will go into 
court with an open mind. I will take into consideration 
God’s laws as I follow the laws and punishments that our 
judicial system has in place. I will try my best to make a 
righteous and just decision in the matter at hand. 

We, as US citizens, have been given a duty to uphold Justice. 
But in some Instances “Justice for All” does not seem to 
exist. 

An example: If someone enters your home seeking money 
or goods to provide for their family in desperate need, you 
catch and confront this person. Weapons are used by both 
parties involved. If the burglar is killed, our judicial system 
is likely to say the burglar was guilty & the homeowner was 
not. The homeowner was protecting himself and family. 

But in reality, was whatever material goods or money the 
burglar was seeking, worth the life of another? What is 
right? What is wrong? Where is the justice? 

We, as the United States, believe that we have justice all 
figured out with the many laws, rules and trained people to 
enforce and make judgments upon other people. But this is 
not total truth, remember God gave us free will and with 
that, we all still make wrong decisions (wrong judgment 
upon others)? 

I would like you now to think about a  young child with a 
parent that is trying to do their best to feed , clothe and 
make a life for their child that is Loving, Safe & secure but 
because of where they live they cannot do much to give this 
to them. Is this justice, we all say No. 

There are those we may not ever see, can we help them to 
get justice? The young person on the street selling their 
body, the mother in Africa who has no food for her children, 
the people in Israel and other places being persecuted 
unjustly only due to their faith. We hope & pray that we can 
make all of their lives better in some small way. We must 
help them find the way to justice. 

With all of this being said, I know that I have God above me, 
beside me, behind me and in front of me. God will be there 
always, to guide me to make the best decisions I can. But if I 
fail in His eyes of the just and right decisions, He will be 
there to forgive me. God will also be there for the person I 
make judgement upon. GOD will always be with us all in the 
end to give “Justice to All.” 

Jane Tongen, Louise Ferry, Kim Christianson 



Looking Out My Window by Joan 

Here we are well into the New Year!   I am not one for making New Year’s resolutions – 
never have been and probably never will be!  If some of you follow this yearly tradition – 
more power to you! 

As I ponder on the New Year upon us this prayer comes to mind: 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
Spirit of the Risen Christ, 

Be with us today and always. 
Be our Light, our Guide, 

And our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage, 

And our Sanctifier. 
May this new year be a time 

Of deep spiritual growth for us, 
A time of welcoming 
Your graces and gifts, 

A time for forgiving freely 
And unconditionally, 
A time for growing 

In virtue and goodness. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 

Be with us today and always. 
Amen 
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Mission Growth/Discipleship 

GETTING STARTED 

Winter seems to have arrived earlier than usual or maybe it 
just seems that way because the fall was wet and cold with 
no “Indian summer.” Fortunately the outside chores were 
completed before the temperature dropped below the 40’s 
and the wind chill dropped into the teens. Now it’s time to 
address the inside chores, those things left during the 
summer when the sun was warm and welcoming. Getting 
started is the hardest. Which closet to tackle first? What 
should be kept, what needs to be given away or what 
should be thrown out? With most projects it’s the “getting 
started” that holds us back the most. There are TV shows 
and self-help books that tell us how to “de-clutter.” Sounds 
good. Looks easy. But it still hinges on the “getting started.” 
So whether you are doing a Bible study, leading your 
women’s Gathering or needing to clean a closet, it’s time to 
get started. 

Like it or not winter is here. Many of you have already left 

or are about to leave for warmer climates. A lot of us stay 

here and endure, complain or just hibernate. And some 

even look forward to winter and it’s elements that turn our 

state into “MinneSNOWda.” So whatever your winter 

project is ... enjoying the desert or the ocean, snowmobiling 

or even cleaning closets “commit your actions to the Lord 

and your plan will succeed.” Proverbs 16:3 

Betty Anderson,  Marcy Chapman, Betty Brandt 
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Current for Curran Update 

It has been a while since I have corresponded with you and I apologize for that. The team is working hard to raise the 
funds to bring the project to fruition. Following is the most recent information I have received from Jason Edens, 
executive director at Rural Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL). 

"First, I'd like to direct your attention to a timely article about oil/diesel/gas shortages throughout Liberia. The need 
couldn't be more acute today.  https://bit.ly/2DcU5DH 

Second, we are about one-third of the way to the project fundraising goal. We need approximately $750,000, and we 
have about $250,000 in our possession. We also have a bunch of asks sitting on the review desk of several foundations 
including the Wallace Global Foundation, Charitable Foundation of the Energy Bar Association, Bridgestone and more. 
Third, our design is complete, and yes, the system includes energy storage. Unlike Phebe, where the electric grid will 
probably arrive sometime in the coming decade, Curran won't see an electric grid for decades. Therefore, we have 
integrated energy storage (batteries) and will be constructing a small building ($20k) to house the batteries and 
inverters. Furthermore, we are doing some infrastructure upgrades as part of this project as well. We are replacing the 
existing generators with new ones ($50k) that can auto start and communicate with the rest of the system. We are also 
upgrading some of the compound distribution lines and poles ($13k). 

Fourth, we have tried unsuccessfully to secure dollars from some of the federal agencies that allegedly want to support 
work of this nature. It seems as if a lot of those dollars are reserved for entities within the beltway. We have yet to 
successfully unlock development dollars from the U.S. State Department, but perhaps someone in the community has 
better access than us. 

Fifth, our colleague Vicki O'day is meeting and in conversation with the former Vice President of Liberia who is 
interested in helping us achieve traction with an in-country partner in the government which would make us more 
appealing to aforementioned federal agencies. 

Sixth, we are working hard to secure a Rotary International Grant, but we need a formal partnership with a Rotary club 
in Liberia which has proved difficult. If we can establish that relationship, we can access about $30k in Rotary dollars. 
Seventh, our end of year fundraising push at RREAL is focused heavily on Current for Curran, and our intention is to 
build this no later than November of 2019. " 

The latest news from Sue Ellwanger, my partner in the NW MN Synod, is that as the result of a presentation she did last 
weekend at Concordia Lutheran Church in Fertile Minnesota, the members made an amazing donation of nearly $20,000 
to the project. 

As we approach the end of the year and many folks are making additional charitable contributions, please encourage 
your friends and families to consider donating to this wonderful project. 

For resources and more information to share with others, please like skip the grid on Facebook and checkout our 
website www.skipthegrid.org 

Mary Jo Mettler, NEMN Synod Women of the ELCA 

https://bit.ly/2DcU5DH
http://www.skipthegrid.org
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Crow River: 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, ANNANDALE, MN 

Registration was 8 - 8:30 am. There were 56 paid registrations. In-kind offering items were collected during registration. Linda Hopp, 

Mission Action, was in charge of collection. Opening and welcome was given by Mary Iverson, past Crow River President and member 

of St. John’s. Bev Sorenson led us in prayer. President Kathy Bergs gave a few directions for the door prize drawing, scholarship 

drawing for the triennial in Phoenix, and suggestion notes, followed by a catered brunch at 8:45. 

After brunch, President Kathy called the meeting to order with all reading the WELCA purpose statement. Our opening hymn was 

#661 “I Love to Tell The Story”, the theme for the day. Pastor Alex Becker, St. John’s Pastor, led us in prayer and devotions from 

Joshua 1:9: We are called to do one thing - love each other. Joy Berg entertained us with special music. 

Betty Brandt, SW MN Synod liaison, highlighted the fall issue of News & Notes which was included in each person’s packet. She said 

each church unit can nominate one person to serve as a voting delegate to the triennial convention in 2019. Nominations should be 

sent to Kathy Bergs by December 1st. Detailed information and nomination forms are in the fall edition of “The Communicator”. 

A presentation was given by Stephanie Kantola and Lisa Jensen from Village Ranch for Girls in Annandale. Craft supplies and clothing 

for girls age 12-18 are needed. Donations can be dropped off at their office Monday through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm. 

Business Meeting: 

*Secretary and Treasurer reports were presented and placed on file. *Mission Action, Linda Hopp, reported 196 personal care kits, 36 

school kits, 8 quilts, and 36 bars of soap were collected. She also reported on “Lily Bags”. These are clothing items provided to ER’s for 

victims who have their things taken as evidence of crimes. *Mission Community and Growth had no reports. *Kathy Bergs reported 

that she checked with LWR about USA emblems on items in kits. Small “ Made in the USA” emblems do not need to be crossed out. 

Avoid packing anything with large USA emblems, large flag emblems, camouflage, etc. For questions, call the LWR office. * Kathy also 

talked about the realignment of conferences in the SW MN Synod. Crow River and MN Valley will merge. WELCA may realign, but is 

not required to. 

We sang the hymn #512 “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” followed by speaker, Pastor Laura Aase, from River of Hope, Hutchinson. 

Our offering was designated to SW MN Synod, ELCA 50%; Village Ranch for Girls, Annandale, 25%; and HOME (Housing Options in 

McLeod for Emergency Shelter), 25%. 

The door prize winner of a mum plant was Grace Kamrath from Cosmos. She donated the plant to Village Ranch. 

We closed with prayer and hymn #638 “Blessed Assurance”. 

Respectfully submitted, Connie Dallmann, Acting Secretary 

Lac qui Parle: 

The Lac qui Parle conference, Women of the ELCA, met for their fall gathering at the Faith Lutheran Church in Madison on Tuesday, 
October 16th. The WELCA’s of Faith Lutheran, Garfield Lutheran, and Minnesota Valley Lutheran served a delicious meal, and 
following the meal , the Conference President Susan Christopher opened the program with a welcome to guests and all attending. 
Greetings were given by Kathy Harwick, Faith Lutheran WELCA president, and devotions was given by Pastor Deborah Nissen, 
interim pastor at Faith Lutheran. Kim Christiansen of Marshall, a SW MN synod representative, provided information on upcoming 
WELCA events. Offering prayer was given by Susan Lund. 

A delightful message in word and song was presented by guest speakers Sisters Kay and Annette Fernholz, Earthrise Farms, with a 
special emphasis on being thankful and saying thanks to others and how we can express that more abundantly. 

Women in attendance from various local churches were: 

Providence Valley Lutheran Church – Peggy Peterson, Arlys Swenson, Joy Windingstad 
Grace Lutheran – DeLaine Engebretson, Gloria Burg, Shirlene Sorby, Blanche Jordahl, Carol Phillips, and guest Peggy Crosby from 
Covenant 
Lac qui Parle Lutheran – Susan Lund, Gen Bothun, Kathy Simonson, JoAnn Roisen 

Fall Gatherings 2018 Recap 
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Our Savior’s of Baxter – Carla Johnson, Carolyn Nordaune, Ramona Erickson, Bernice Moseng 
Garfield Lutheran -  Lorna Johnson, Norma Armstrong, Jean Buer, Marilee Weise, Lorraine Connor, Ramona Thompson 

The upcoming LQP conference retreat is on Saturday, December 1st with a trip to the Concordia College Christmas concert. The 
registration fee is $30 which includes the concert, bus, and buffet meal following the concert. Those interested in attending can 
contact their WELCA president for registration forms, or send your information/check to Bernice Oellien, 2570 – 280th St, 
Madison,MN  56256. 

Lakeland: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prairie: 

The Prairie Conference Fall Gathering was held at the Danebod Lutheran Campus in Tyler, Minnesota.  Forty-eight women gathered 
on Saturday, October 6th. It was a beautiful, but chilly Fall day. Danebod celebrates a strong Danish background.  It’s campus includes 
Stone Hall, Gym Hall, the historic church and the Folk School. Women were treated to coffee cake provided by Ivanhoe’s Bethany-Elim 
WELCA.  It was served in the Stone Hall, the first building built by the congregation. It now serves as museum and fellowship spot. 
Registration took place in the Gym Hall where paper products and cash donations were collected to be given to Hope House (a Bible-
based residential facility for troubled girls) in Marshall.  Gym Hall also held a lovely display of Christian items for sale by Treasured 
Times. 

Women moved to the Folk School to share ideas that have been successful in local WELCA units. The next part of the morning was 
spent in the beautiful Danebod church, singing hymns, having devotions shared by Pastor Kelly Heide, and listening to the 
speaker. Her name was Barb Rechtzigel and her presentation was entitled, My Journey Back to God. Barb shared her personal story of 
her struggles, incarceration, and regaining her relationship with God. 

Lynn Nicks, Prairie Conference WELCA President, led the business meeting. She asked Linda Magnuson, our Synod Liason to share the 
Synod News and Notes information. Lynn introduced guests,  Joan Iverson, SW MN Synod WELCA president, and Kathy Peterson from 
Shetek Lutheran Ministry. Pastor Kelly Heide then led a communion service and closed with a table prayer and blessing. The song 
used for the blessing included words written by Marcy Sommervold of Christ Lutheran at Hendricks to the familiar tune of On Our 
Way Rejoicing. The women then returned to the Folk School for a lunch of delicious hot soup and sandwiches and bars served by the 
WELCA of Danebod. 

Karen Richmond, conference secretary 

 

*If you would like your conferences photos or minutes to be published in the Communicator, please send them 
to swmnwelca@gmail.com! 

Fall Gatherings 2018 Recap—Cont’d 

Pastor Dan Bowman gave a hope-filled talk about loss and grief sharing the story of Hawk Creek Lutheran 

Church’s fire and rebuild. He also treated us to a tune on the musical saw! 



2019 Spring Conference Gatherings 
*please send your gathering information to your Synod Liaison as it becomes available. 
 

Conference Date/Time Location Attending Program 

Crow River April 27, 2019 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

Grove City, MN 

Betty Brandt  

Glacial Ridge April 15, 2019 

Glenwood Lutheran 

Church 

Glenwood, MN 

Louise Ferry  

Great River April 6, 2019 

Peace Lutheran 

Church 

Cold Spring, MN 

Betty Anderson Deb Hadley 

Lac Qui Parle April 16, 2019 

First English Lutheran 

Church 

Ortonville, MN 

Kim Christianson  

Lakeland April 6, 2019 

Kerkhoven Lutheran 

Church 

Kerkhoven, MN 

Christina Nelson  

Minnesota 

Valley 
  

Jane Tongen 

Diane Fredin 
 

Prairie April 6, 2019 

Grace First Lutheran 

Church 

Russell, MN 

Linda Magnuson  

Scenic Valley April 25, 2019 

St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church 

Evan, MN 

Marcy Chapman  

Shetek April 27, 2019 

Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church 

Lakefield 

Karla Conrad  

Watonwan 

River 
  

Barbara 

Wurtzberger 
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SYNODICAL BOARD 2018-2019 

President: 

Joan Iverson 

23308 County Road 54, Lamberton, MN 56152 

507-445-3388  507-227-8670 (Cell) 

jackjoan73@gmail.com 

Congregation: Old Westbrook Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Vice-President: 

Linda Magnuson 

PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229 

507-423-5243 

lindamag@charter.net 

Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood 

Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Secretary: 

Diane Fredin 

25271 571st Ave, Winthrop, MN 55396 

507-647-2322  507-766-0895(Cell) 

difredin@mnval.net 

Cogregation: St. John’s Lutheran, Winthrop 

Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Treasurer: 

Maria Lokensgard 

37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082 

507-246-5828 

mandem.loke@gmail.com 

Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires Jan 2019) 

 

Board Members At Large: 

Betty Anderson 

20556 Elkview Rd, Richmond, MN 56368 

320-597-3339  612-730-8987 (Cell) 

betand83@gmail.com 

Congregation: Peace Lutheran, Cold Spring 

Conference: Great River (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Betty Brandt 

1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350 

320-587-9655  218-244-5219 (Cell) 

cookingbetty@gmail.com 

Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson 

Conference: Crow River (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Marcella Chapman 

867 280th Ave, Westbrook, MN 56183 

507-274-6294  507-828-8829 (Cell) 

chapmanbm@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2019) 

 

Kim Christianson 

1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258 

507-530-2301 (Cell) 

christianson.kim@gmail.com 

Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall 

Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Karla Conrad 

175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144 

507-215-1624  605-331-1287 (work) 

conradkarla@gmail.com 

Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Louise Ferry 

920 70th St NE, Benson, MN 56215 

320-843-2477  320-766-3554 (Cell) 

lferry56215@yahoo.com 

Congregation: Shepherd of the Hills, Benson 

Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 

Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi 

Conference: Lakeland (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Jane Tongen 

1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312 

320-328-4176  320-510-1710 (work) 

jt3205101726@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton 

Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires 2019) 

 

Barbara Wurtzberger 

17675 220th Ave, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 

507-794-6869  507-276-2381 (Cell) 

rwurtz@sleepyeyetel.net 

Congregation: Our Savior’s, New Ulm 

Conference: Watonwan (1st term expires 2020) 

 

SW MN Synod Staff Liaison: 

Pastor Kathryn Skoglund 

PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

507-627-9047 (work) 

kathryn.skoglund@swmnelca.org 

 

Communicator Editor: 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 
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NOMINEE FOR VOTING MEMBER TO THE 
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

JULY 14, 15, & 16, 2020 IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
 
 
NAME OF NOMINEE_____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________PHONE_______________________ 

NAME OF CONGREGATION______________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF CONFERENCE_________________________________________________ 

Has this Nominee been a voting member to a prior Triennial Convention?_______ 

 
Give brief biographical sketch of nominee, including involvement in Women of the ELCA., church organizations 
and community (in space below): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Congregational Unit_______________________________________ 

   Address_________________________________________________    

SENT IN BY:          Name___________________________________________________ 

   Address_________________________________________________ 

 
THIS FORM IS DUE: January 1, 2019 
 
Complete form and return to chairman of Nominations SW MN Synod WELCA: 

Kathy Bergs 
20245  205th Drive 

Hutchinson, MN 55350 

Triennial Convention Voting Member Nominations Form 


