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A Word from Your President
Greetings! As you read this we are well into the Lenten season as
we approach Easter Sunday and rejoice with our Lutheran
Sisters in Christ the proclamation of “He is risen, He is risen
indeed!” “Hallelujah!”
In the last three months there have been many meetings to
attend leaving me with much to share with you in this article.
By now you should have received the 2019 Convention Publicity
Packet. (Please view the many convention materials published in
this edition of The Communicator). The Convention Publicity
Packet is not mailed through the postal system anymore – the
only access you have is on-line at our
website www.swmnwelca.org For those of you who don’t have
access to the internet please contact your unit president/contact,
your conference president, a synod board member or myself and
you’ll gladly receive a copy. Your synod board has been working
diligently to provide a very informative and inviting convention
for you. I hope to see you all there on May 3 & 4th at First
Lutheran in Marshall for the day and a half convention as we are
“Embraced by the Winds of Grace”!
Please remember at the convention plenary sessions on May 3 rd
we will be electing voting members to Triennial. Our synod is
allowed to elect 9 voting members. As I write this there have
only been 9 names submitted. It sure would be nice if we had a
few more so that we at least have a few alternates to pull from if
needed. With the election process we are to elect at least 10%
that are first time attendees to the Triennial Convention and also
one person of color and/or different language. IF we cannot fill
the person of color/language spot we do lose that spot and
therefore will only be sending 8 voting members plus the
president who goes by virtue of office. So, I ask you to please
consider submitting your name for Triennial voting member.
You can contact the synod nominating committee with your
questions. Kathy Bergs is the synod nominating chairman
(dkbergs@gmail.com) or you can contact me, Joan Iverson
(jackjoan73@gmail.com). All Triennial Voting Member nominees
MUST be submitted by a Unit. They CANNOT be elected from the
floor at convention.
The synod board is going to award three Triennial Gathering
registrations with names being drawn at the May convention. If
you haven’t put your name in yet, you still have the chance to do
so at the Spring Gatherings and one last chance at the May
convention. Winners will still have to pay transportation and
hotel expense.
The end of February I attended the Conference of Presidents
meeting at The Lutheran Center in Chicago. The three day event
was filled with lots of speakers, worship, caucus meetings and
some fun fellowship. For me it was great to see some very
familiar faces and have the opportunity to meet some new
women! February weather can be a challenge with this year
being no exception!! The winter of 2019 will be one many of us
will remember! I fly from Sioux Falls to Chicago and my flight
that Friday morning got delayed by about 7 hours! It wasn’t the
weather – it was mechanical issues with the plane. After arriving
in Chicago 8 hours later, I did miss the first business session but
from that point on I could relax and enjoy the rest of the
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conference! It rained hard that Saturday while in Chicago – even
experienced lightening and thunder and fog! The day of
departure for home brought very strong winds. The city of
Chicago really did live up to its name that day and many of us
were anxious if we’d even get out of Chicago either due to the
strong winds or the impending blizzard back home. With God
anything is possible, right? That held true as my flight back to
Sioux Falls did leave on that Sunday and I was happy to be part
way home. The blizzard conditions forced me to spend one more
night in Sioux Falls, but I was relieved to get home the next
afternoon – safe and sound!
Here are some news worthy items that were shared with me at
Conference of Presidents (COP):
REGION 3 CAUCUS meetings: This is one of my favorite parts
of the conference – visiting and learning what all the other 8
synod presidents are up to with their synods in Region 3! This
year each region was given three questions to ponder and
explore. An exploratory committee was formed by the
churchwide executive board and we were asked three questions
to be used in discussions that further the work of the committee
and the future of the organization. I’m going to post the three
questions here and ask that you as conference boards and units
spend some time exploring these questions. I’d love to hear back
from any of you with your comments!
1. If you could make changes to our constitutions to encourage
more participation in the organization, what would they be?
2. The triennial convention cost approximately $2,400 per voting
member. Annual revenue from offerings has been insufficient to
pay for the convention over the past two triennium. How could
your Synodical Women’s Organization assist with the costs?
3. Why is this organization important to you? If this organization
went away tomorrow, would you miss it? Would it matter? Why?
2020 TRIENNIAL THEME/LOGO REVEALED: The 2020
Triennial theme/logo is JUST LOVE. The logo was created by staff
person, Elizabeth McBride, Cafe editor and director for
international programs. Following Jesus is messy. Loving one
another is justice. We often are broken. Sometimes our edges are
rough – but we are one body in Christ. (see more about the
theme/logo on further pages in this issue).
REGISTRATION FOR 2020 TRIENNIAL: If you did not preregister for the Gathering, watch your mailboxes and the website
between September and December 2019 for the registration
packet to be revealed. I can tell you right now if you go with the
early-bird registration it’ll cost you $325 (there will be a
deadline for that fee). After the early-bird is past you will pay
$375. One-day registration will be $200.
REMEMBER OUR OWN TGP (Triennial Gathering Promoter)
is Pat Stevermer from Sleepy Eye. She will be gaining access to
promotional material on the Triennial as the weeks and months go
by. Hopefully she’ll have some information to share with you at the
Spring Gatherings and our May Convention!
CHURCHWIDE IS WORKING ON INVITING international
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guests to Phoenix for the Triennial. Synods should also be
working to possibly invite their synod companions. It takes time
to get through all the Visa issues.
UNIT ASSESSMENT will soon be available for updates. This is
when I as your synod president provide updates on the unit
president/contact to churchwide. I do say THANK YOU to all you
units from SW MN for getting your unit officer listings in to me! I
really appreciate this task you all completed. Please know that if
there are any changes to the unit officer listings you can send
those corrections/additions to me at any time as I can always
update the churchwide listing. This unit assessment gives
churchwide all the information they need to determine how many
voting members are allowed from our synod to the next Triennial
(which will be for the 2023 triennial).
AUGSBURG FORTRESS operating under a new venue known
as “1517 Media” 1517 Media has four publishing units under
their name: Augusburg Fortress, Beaming Books, Fortress Press,
and Sparkhouse. Augusburg Fortress materials have not changed
– you can still order any of the same materials from them. Visit
augsburgfortress.com/smallgroup for more details. You can also
Google 1517 Media for more information.
2018 HOUSTON YOUTH GATHERING: Women of the ELCA
were very much present at the youth gathering last summer in
Houston, TX. They gave out 2,005 Personal Hygiene Kits! Our
giving makes a difference!!
THANKOFFERINGS: Does your Unit do the Thankoffering
Service at your church yearly? You can either do this service
during Sunday morning worship or find other ways to take an
offering that is sent to Churchwide. If you are doing the services –
thank you for your support! If your unit is not doing the
Thankoffering service but you would like some more information
on this service feel free to get ahold of me and I’ll direct you to the
information you will need.

“Gratitude is Attitude”!!
SYNOD TREASURER TRAINING is taking on a different format
this year. ALL synod treasurers will be receiving notice of the
training being offered in different regions around the U.S. where a
staff person will come to that region to put on the training. This
will hopefully be a savings to the churchwide organization by
using this format, rather than having all treasurers attend a
conference in Chicago.
CURRENT FOR CURRAN UPDATE: $304,000 is still needed by
the end of 2019 to carry on their work at Curran. If your unit or
conference would like to make a donation please visit
www.skipthegrid.org
WOMEN ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE CHURCH! More than
once at COP the comment was made of how important women are
in the church. What would the church do without the women who
are a group that somehow “get things done” within the
congregations! We cannot live without them!! What a great
testimony to the women on Bold Woman Sunday, which was Feb.
24th!
SPEAKERS/PRESENTERS ENJOYED AT COP: We listened to
several speakers and presenters at COP with a variety of topics.
The Rev. Linda Norman – VP of Administration for Mission
Investment Fund of the ELCA - served as the COP conference
Chaplain and led us in Worship services and Bible Studies.
The Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock – Assistant to the Presiding
Bishop/Executive for Administration, in the office of Presiding
Bishop since 2007 – brought greetings from Bishop Eaton’s office.
Sherry Bryant – a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and a member
of the national Association of Social Workers and the American
Association of Sociology spoke to us on Suicide Prevention.

“HOW DO WE GET “NEW” WOMEN INVOLVED IN WOMEN OF
THE ELCA? The word “NEW” sounds so much better than our
previous “Young Women”, don’t you think? This was stated at the
COP meeting with great reception from the synod presidents. We
can still encourage young women to become involved, but
changing the question to “NEW” gives us a broader area and
doesn’t specialize in just the young women. We know we have
retired women that are now finding the time to become involved
in the organization and we are happy to be using this new term!
Belonging to the body of Christ as a child of God we can work
together!

Mary Campbell – Program Director for AMMPARO – the ELCA
strategy to accompany migrant minors with protection, advocacy,
representation and opportunities spoke. (www.elca.org/
ammparo)

LET US DO SOME DAILY JOURNALING! All presidents
attending COP were recognized with a beautiful leather covered
journal and encouraged to start a daily journal of listing three to
five things we are thankful for that day – enter them in our
journal and then deposit a “Thankoffering” into a container to be
sent to churchwide either at any time as an individual or add it to
your unit’s yearly Thankoffering Service offering. So I challenge
each of you to start your own Daily Journal by listing three to five
things you are thankful for that day in a journal you create and
then deposit your Thankoffering into a container of your choice.

Valora K. Starr, director for discipleship has been with the
Women of the ELCA since 1988 shared information with the
group.

Jennifer DeLeon is the director for justice for Women of the ELCA
spoke to us on Advocacy – What? How? Why?
Elizabeth McBride is director for intergenerational programs and
editor of Boldcafe.org, Women of the ELCA’s on-line magazine
gave a great presentation!

And of course Executive Director of Women of the ELCA, Linda
Post-Bushkofsky spoke as well as Executive Board President, Lisa
Plorin.
Joan Iverson, President
SW MN SWO Women of the ELCA
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2019 In-Kind Offering Partners
For additional information
about our In-Kind offering
partners, please check the
websites below.
Lutheran World Relief:
www.lwr.org


Check the website every
few months as they
occasionally tweak some
of the requirements or
rename their project
kits. Print the information
for your members who
don’t use the computer.



School Kit instructions:
applications.lwr.org/wpcontent/uploads/
SKAssemblyInstructions2018.pdf

Christian Literature:
www.icld.org
Hope Harbor:
hopeharbormn.org
Global Health Ministries:
https://www.ghm.org/hands-on
-projects

We know so many of our
members are very creatively
using their Thrivent Financial
Action Team seed money to
help support LWR
projects. You may find some
new ideas here: lwr.org/
thrivent-action-teams

Mission Action/Stewardship
Embraced by the winds of Action
As I think about our convention theme, Embraced by the Winds of Grace, I think about
how this theme ties in with our call to Mission Action. When we construct our quilts and
assemble our kits of care, we are reaching out and touching others, and embracing the
recipients of our gifts with our prayers and thoughts, if not our arms.
When we work together to create tangible, useful items, we acknowledge the humanness of the people we serve. Like the words of our theme hymn, Spirit of Gentleness, the
cries of those in need stir us from our placid everyday lives to a larger purpose. We are
called, to awaken from our slumber, to become aware of the need around us. At times,
we need to be goaded, but in the end, our bold actions can make a real difference.
The information below describes each of our In-Kind offering partners and gives some
important details and guidelines for each. Important Note: Items for each organization
must be packed separately. Please bring your items to the First Lutheran Church parking
lot between the hours of 7:00 am and 11:00 am on Saturday, May 4. We are fortunate to
have a semi again this year.
1. Lutheran World Relief School Kits (other LWR kits, fleece blankets and quilts
will also be gladly accepted)
 Please pack quilts and kits in medium sized study boxes that do not weigh in
excess of thirty pounds. Banana, fruit, or egg boxes are preferred as they have
handles and stack easily.
 Please place only one type of kit or project in each box.
 Clearly label the boxes with large, dark block letters with your church’s name,
town, conference, the type of kit or quilt and the number of quilts/kits.
 Please use the In Kind Offering Reporting Form in the convention packet and
fill it out before you arrive.
 Checks to help fund the transport of LWR quilts, kits and fleece blankets
throughout the world will be accepted at the truck.
2. Christian Literature
 Literature needed includes all versions of Bibles, New Testaments, and study
Bibles, and also concordances, Bible atlases, dictionaries, commentaries,
sermon outlines, Bible studies, tracts, and nondenominational daily
devotions. See guidelines in the convention packet for more details.
 Checks are accepted for International Christian Literature Distributors, Inc.
3. Hope Harbor items can be brought to the church Friday or Saturday
 Monetary donations
 Gift cards for Hy-Vee, Walmart and Amazon in any dollar amount
 Toilet paper and paper towels.
4. Global Health Ministries – this will be a hands-on activity during the convention
 Clean white sheets or fabric strips for rolling bandages
We are looking forward to using our muscles to load many boxes again this year!
Karla Conrad, Barb Wurtzberger, Christina Nelson
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Mission Community/Justice
Loving What Bugs Us
We may find that we are challenged many times in our lives by
those we meet on the street corner or ahead of us in line at the
local grocery store or coffee shop. These individuals may look
differently than us or even talk in languages that may be foreign
to us. We at these times should take the time to remember how
Jesus welcomed all to the table without concerns that they might
be different from us.
My own background in the field of psychology leads me to often
advocate for my clients and to hear of the stigma that they
encounter out in the world. This could be at the grocery store, on
the street corner, or in the coffee shop. No matter the reason they
come to therapy, they are also God’s children and we are
encouraged to welcome them also to the church and to the
community.
The ELCA in 2012 adopted a message or statement addressing
mental illness. They suggested that we should “disapprove of the
idea that mental illness is an indicator of special sin in the family
or the person suffering from it. It emphasizes the church's role in
encouraging companionship and healing, via restoration of
relationships”. As noted in Galatians 6:2: “Carry each other’s
burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. “
What people with mental illness most need is time to pursue and
engage in treatment, and to maintain or create relationships
where they can exercise their abilities. Throughout the many
forms of ministry the church provides, the church is called to
confront practices that do not uphold human dignity and to offer
hope and companionship, and attend to its own practices around
health, its public voice, and the sensitive and thoughtful

preparation of church leaders. We should move one step forward
and take this into our communities and local churches in reaching
out to those families and individuals who experience mental
health issues in their lives. Not only would it be important to
reach out and listen but also to promote social connections in our
communities to reduce the stigma of mental illness. I would safely
state that there are a majority of those in our churches who have
experienced emotional or mental health issues in their own lives,
the lives of family members, or with friends. Social justice is
important in our Christian lives in how we address mental illness.
It is important that we learn to accept others but also to advocate
for services and opportunities to assist those with mental health
problems in our communities. Whether it is through the local
food shelf, transportation services, or simply saying hello in the
elevator, we are called upon to share our Christian faith with
others on the road that we travel. This means that we are
expected to accept others even with their differences.
Alfred Adler was a prominent pioneer in the field of psychology
who believed in something called “social interest” which is acting
in ways to further the positive actions in our communities and to
improve the situation for mankind. He also further believed that if
we demonstrate such social interest, this is a demonstration of
well-balanced emotional and mental health. I firmly believe that
extending a hello to the person behind us in line can be one small
way to extend Christian love to others as well as promote social
justice and equality.
Louise Ferry, Kim Christianson, Jane Tongen

In-Kind Offering Spotlight: Hope Harbor
The Need:
Every day we come face to face with teens and families whose
hopes and dreams have been crushed by substance abuse, sexual
abuse, exploitation, pornography, eating disorders, self-harm,
relational aggression, cyber bullying and much more. Life seems
unsafe, loveless, confusing.
The Vision:
Hope Harbor is committed to restoring families through a loving,
bible-based, Christ-centered residential program.
Hope Harbor began after our founder personally experienced
destruction and restoration in her own family. On the other side
of the journey, she realized others needed options to obtain help.
The Impact:
Hope Harbor's two locations have provided counseling,
education, life skills training, spiritual growth opportunities, and
parenting classes to over 80 teen girls and their families in
our residential program since 2004. We have served countless

communities, schools, churches and small groups
through presentations and classes offered for teens, parents,
and professionals on a variety of topics.
Hope Harbor resets the course of lives as behaviors and coping
mechanisms are changed and families are reconciled, healing past
and present hurts. This transformation makes responsible
leaders who make a lasting impact on their world.
Please visit their website at hopeharbormn.org to learn more.
And, be sure to bring your toilet paper, paper towels and gift
cards to the in-kind offering drop off point at Synod Convention
on Saturday, May 4th in Marshall!

5

Mission Growth/Discipleship
What is the Back Story?



Thinking of Lent for 2019, I thank River of Hope for choosing this
title for having us review our past, present and future life with
God as our guiding light.




Index. (Tallest) These that lead us) Government) ask for
guidance and wisdom.
Ring. (Weakest) Those that are weak, in trouble, or in
pain. We cannot pray too much for them.
Pinkie. (Smallest) Our prayers for ourselves, our own
needs.

Where does your story and God’s story meet? Are you afraid your
back story won’t hold up to God’s? Each week we are asked in
Practice of Reading Scripture daily.
three different ways to help share with others.
 Read with reflection to your life, will it make a difference this
First, we are given a card to write out prayer requests. It looks
week?
like this:
 Reflect on scripture to your church and your religious values,
can it create or set in motion..
Your story and God’s story is still being written. Use the following
 Do you see God and the world in what you have read?
phrases to pray. God’s Good News is the antidote to fear.
I FEAR________________________________________________________________
I HOPE _______________________________________________________________
I LOVE _______________________________________________________________
The second part of realizing our Fears, Hopes and Loves are
written on three Black boards with old fashioned chalk to write: I
Fear… I Hope… I Love… thoughts.
The third method is done with a pouring of paint of many colors.
The mixing of the colors and the prayers are blended, mixed and
shown as the picture of prayer. All of the weeks of this will be
culminated on Easter Sunday with the explosion of Color, Song,
and realization of Fears, Hopes, Loves that God has given to us.
What are other ways we can pray? “Lord teach us how to
pray…”Luke 11:1
The 5 Finger Prayer.



Thumb. The closest to you and your family
Pointer. Those that point you in the right direction
(teachers, doctors, mentors) ask for wisdom and support

Walking a labyrinth by walking the path with your feet or
your finger, or by just walking and praying?
Breathe Prayer







Designate how long to pray. You can be walking, sitting or
lying down.
Use your body to experience God and the presence of the
Spirit of your breath.
Draw attention to your breathing.
Breath with your diaphragm slowly and easily.
If thoughts wander, bring thoughts back to breathing.
When time is up, notice your feelings and state of your
mind. Thank God for the experience. Song of Solomon 5:2

You may have found time daily to be in prayer. When you begin,
begin with short prayers, as you explore ways to pray (which you
may already are doing) Give Praise and thank the Lord.
Betty Brandt, Marcella Chapman, Betty Anderson

Hands On Convention Project: Global Health Ministries
Our Mission:
"... If we have the world's goods and see our brothers and sisters in need, yet close our hearts against
them, how does God's love abide in us?" (Paraphrase of 1 John 3:17)
“Global Health Ministries continues the holistic ministry of Jesus Christ by partnering with Lutheran
efforts globally to enhance and sustain the health and well-being of the communities served”
Our Mission:
“Building partnerships that result in thriving community health systems that are measurably stronger, more effective and
sustainable.”
Please visit their website at www.ghm.org to learn more. This year, we will be assembling rolled bandages during our convention.
Mission hospitals and clinics often lack even the most basic supplies. Many health facilities have limited access to clean, affordable
bandages, an item they use every day as they care for patients. Simple rolled bandages can be made from used white cotton or cottonblend bed sheets (we ask for white only because white is most suitable for wound care). You can find information on the process by
clicking here. Please stop by our setup near the display tables to join in the ripping and stripping. And, be sure to bring your clean
white fabrics to Synod Convention on Saturday, May 4th in Marshall!

6

Looking Out My Window by Joan
Matthew 18: 1-5: At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put
among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
I attended the Conference of Presidents meeting at the Lutheran Center,
Chicago the end of February and the theme of the conference was “Child
of God” using the Matthew 18: 1-5 verse. We discussed and shared
thoughts on the verses from Matthew throughout the conference. With
plenty of extra time either sitting at the airport to and from and also a couple extra nights in the hotel
due to the impending blizzard, I had some more time to contemplate on these verses and I’d like to
share some with you.
In these verses Jesus portrays God as watching out for everyone, especially those who are vulnerable
and dependent. Jesus did that himself, and as a disciple, so must we. It is a humbling task, but it carries
a divine reward, because when we welcome a vulnerable person we are welcoming the Lord himself.
All those who serve others are building God’s kingdom of love! Love, therefore, is the practical service
that we offer to others. Love is not a word, it is a deed, a service – humble service, hidden and silent.
Jesus is telling us very clearly that every life is precious in his eyes. Jesus turns conventional attitudes
upside down: the ‘little ones’, the people whom the world does not rate as important, are the most
precious of all. How hard is it for us to become as little children? Our heads rule our hearts in so many
ways. We have lost the innocence of childhood, and the art of entrusting things into the hands of our
Father. We want to do everything for ourselves because we feel we know what is best and good for us.
Because we are competitive creatures we are anxious to know who is the best, the cleverest, the
greatest. Status means a great deal to us. Jesus shocks the disciples by saying that without the humility
and simplicity of little children, we are not even in the race.
Jesus’ closest followers wanted to know more – they wanted to be the greatest in His kingdom. Jesus
tells us we must take the posture of children to enter God’s kingdom, and that our humility will
ultimately impact our influence. And that is what Jesus says will count for greatness in the kingdom.
Not military power, or physical might, or athletic prowess, or great beauty, or immense wealth, or
social standing and fame, but vulnerability and need and dependence.
We need to ask God to help us to admit our vulnerability and need so that we might turn to him and
those around us for the love and acceptance we all crave – not striving for greatness according to the
world’s standards. We need to meet the needs of others and see others as great in the kingdom.

In-Kind Offering Spotlight: ICLD
For over half a century
International Christian Literature
Distributors (ICLD) has given
new life to used and extra gospel
literature by shipping it to
overseas believers who cannot
obtain it on their own. Based in
Minneapolis Minnesota, ICLD
collects donated Bibles, books,
pamphlets and other media from
generous Christians throughout
North America. We receive
weekly requests from churches,
ministries and schools in Englishspeaking parts of the developing
world, and we ship them
whatever they need free of
charge. Our purpose is to spread
God's kingdom by putting His
word into the hands of those
hungry for it.
Please visit their website at
www.icld.org to learn more. We
are pleased to have ICLD at our
convention once more. Please
visit the link below for an
updated list of accepted materials
for donation. Be sure to bring
your literature to the in kind
offering drop off point at Synod
Convention on Saturday, May 4 in
Marshall!
www.icld.org/
donate_literature.html

Belonging to the body of Christ as a child of God, we can work together!

2020 Triennial Logo and Theme Announced!
Following Jesus is messy. Loving one
another is justice. We are not perfect, we
are often broken, sometimes we don’t
fit. Sometimes our edges are rough—but
we are one body in Christ.
The 2020 Gathering theme was unveiled
at the Conference of Presidents, Feb. 2224, along with the art accompanying the
theme: “Just Love.” Check out the link
below to read up on the theme and the
artist’s interpretation in the logo.
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/
just-love
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2019 Spring Conference Gatherings
*please send your highlights and pictures to swmnwelca@gmail.com by June 1 for the Summer
Communicator!

Conference
Crow River

Glacial Ridge

Great River

Lac Qui Parle

Lakeland

Minnesota
Valley

Prairie

Scenic Valley

Shetek

Watonwan
River
8

Date/Time

Location

Attending

Program

April 27, 2019

Trinity Lutheran
Church
Grove City, MN

Christina Nelson

Laurie and Paul Francois
You Are Moving Where? Our
Journey Into Health In Rural

April 15, 2019

Glenwood Lutheran
Church
Glenwood, MN

Louise Ferry

Spring Gathering

April 6, 2019

Peace Lutheran
Church
Cold Spring, MN

Betty Anderson

Deb Hadley

First English Lutheran
April 16, 2019
Church
Kim Christianson
Ortonville, MN

Pete Christopher
Habitat for Humanity

April 6, 2019

Kerkhoven Lutheran
Church
Kerkhoven, MN

Louise Ferry

Marie Henrikson
Joy and Laughter: Physical &
Mental Health

April 9, 2019

Christ Lutheran
Church
Glencoe, MN

Jane Tongen
Diane Fredin

Kim Dickey
Global Health Ministries

April 6, 2019

Grace First Lutheran
Church
Russell, MN

Linda Magnuson

Deb Kanengieter
Angel Gowns

Marcy Chapman

Jeff Hohensee
Children are a Treasure, Not a
Commodity

April 27, 2019

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church
Lakefield

Karla Conrad

Rev. Mike and Terri Stangeland
Study Tour of Ireland

April 6, 2019

Augustana Lutheran
Church
St. James, MN

Barbara
Wurtzberger

Tina Haroldson
Facing Forward

St. Matthew Lutheran
April 25, 2019
Church
Evan, MN

SYNODICAL BOARD 2018-2019
President:
Joan Iverson
23308 County Road 54, Lamberton, MN 56152
507-445-3388
507-227-8670 (Cell)
jackjoan73@gmail.com
Congregation: Old Westbrook Lutheran, Westbrook
Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2020)
Vice-President:
Linda Magnuson
PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229
507-423-5243
lindamag@charter.net
Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood
Conference: Prairie (1st term expires 2019)
Secretary:
Diane Fredin
25271 571st Ave, Winthrop, MN 55396
507-647-2322
507-766-0895(Cell)
difredin@mnval.net
Cogregation: St. John’s Lutheran, Winthrop
Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2019)
Treasurer:
Maria Lokensgard
37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082
507-246-5828
mandem.loke@gmail.com
Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter
Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires Jan 2019)
Board Members At Large:
Betty Anderson
20556 Elkview Rd, Richmond, MN 56368
320-597-3339
612-730-8987 (Cell)
betand83@gmail.com
Congregation: Peace Lutheran, Cold Spring
Conference: Great River (1st term expires 2019)
Betty Brandt
1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-9655
218-244-5219 (Cell)
cookingbetty@gmail.com
Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson
Conference: Crow River (2nd term expires 2020)
Marcella Chapman
867 280th Ave, Westbrook, MN 56183
507-274-6294
507-828-8829 (Cell)
chapmanbm@gmail.com
Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Westbrook
Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2019)

Kim Christianson
1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258
507-530-2301 (Cell)
christianson.kim@gmail.com
Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall
Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2020)
Karla Conrad
175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144
507-215-1624
605-331-1287 (work)
conradkarla@gmail.com
Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper
Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2019)
Louise Ferry
920 70th St NE, Benson, MN 56215
320-843-2477
320-766-3554 (Cell)
lferry56215@yahoo.com
Congregation: Shepherd of the Hills, Benson
Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2020)
Christina Nelson
905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201
320-412-0510 (Cell)
swmnwelca@gmail.com
Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi
Conference: Lakeland (2nd term expires 2020)
Jane Tongen
1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312
320-328-4176
320-510-1710 (work)
jt3205101726@gmail.com
Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton
Conference: MN Valley (1st term expires 2019)
Barbara Wurtzberger
17675 220th Ave, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
507-794-6869
507-276-2381 (Cell)
rwurtz@sleepyeyetel.net
Congregation: Our Savior’s, New Ulm
Conference: Watonwan (1st term expires 2020)
SW MN Synod Staff Liaison:
Pastor Kathryn Skoglund
PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283
507-627-9047 (work)
kathryn.skoglund@swmnelca.org
Communicator Editor:
Christina Nelson
905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201
320-412-0510 (Cell)
swmnwelca@gmail.com
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Triennial Convention Voting Member Nominations Form
NOMINEE FOR VOTING MEMBER TO THE
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA
JULY 14, 15, & 16, 2020 IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA
NAME OF NOMINEE_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________PHONE_______________________
NAME OF CONGREGATION______________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
NAME OF CONFERENCE_________________________________________________
Has this Nominee been a voting member to a prior Triennial Convention?_______
Give brief biographical sketch of nominee, including involvement in Women of the ELCA., church organizations
and community (in space below):

SUBMITTED BY:

Congregational Unit_______________________________________
Address_________________________________________________

SENT IN BY:

Name___________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________

THIS FORM IS DUE: January 1, 2019
Complete form and return to chairman of Nominations SW MN Synod WELCA:
Kathy Bergs
20245 205th Drive
Hutchinson, MN 55350
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In-Kind Offering Reporting Form
The Southwestern Minnesota Synodical Women of the ELCA would like to keep track of how many quilts, kits and other offerings we
are collecting.
The truck will be open to collect your LWR kits, quilts, etc., from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 4 . The truck will be parked in the
church parking lot. Christian Literature will be there with their van at the same time to accept items.
th

Needed
are: Monetary donations; Toilet paper and Paper towels; Gift Cards for Hy-Vee;
Walmart and Amazon in any dollar amount (they do the bulk of their shopping between these three)
Items for Hope Harbor, Marshall MN can be brought to the church entry on Friday and Saturday.

For ALL items, please fill out the form below and bring it with you when you drop off
**If you do not know your conference, please make sure to have your Church Town/City!
Conference (please circle ) CROW RIVER
LAKELAND

MINNESOTA VALLEY

GLACIAL RIDGE

PRAIRIE

GREAT RIVER

SCENIC VALLEY

SHETEK

LAC QUI PARLE
WATONWAN RIVER

CHURCH NAME_________________________________CHURCH TOWN/CITY_________________________
CONTACT PERSON NAME & PHONE #_________________________________________________________

KIT TYPE

TOTAL

Quilts
School Kits
Personal Care Kits (Health Kits)
Baby Care Kits
Fabric Kits
Fleece Tied Blankets
Soap
Christian Literature

record number of boxes

Hope Harbor items
Monetary donation $
Gift cards $

Paper towels /Toilet Paper #
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