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Meet your 2019-20 SWMN Synod Board! 

Congratulations to the newly elected board members. May God 

grant wisdom and guidance for the coming year in your service 

to the Women of the ELCA.  

Please see the Board Directory at the end of this issue for contact 

information. 



A Word from Your President 
I pray that your summer is going well and you are enjoying some 
relaxing time with family and friends! 

The 32nd Convention of the Southwestern Minnesota Synodical 
Women’s Organization is now in the books! Thank you to ALL 
who had a part in preparing for the convention and a thank you 
to all who attended the day and a half event at First Lutheran 
Church in Marshall! 

There were many favorable comments on having the business 
sessions on the first day opening up the second day for the 
fulfillment of worship, speakers, workshops and just socializing 
with those that we might only see at a convention! 

Next year we will be meeting at the Redwood Area Community 
Center in Redwood Falls and it will be a one-day convention on 
May 2, 2020, so mark that on your calendars and plan to attend. 

At the 2019 convention voting members re-elected our Vice 
President, Linda Magnuson and two Board Members at Large, 
Karla Conrad and Jane Tongen. We welcome them back to the 
board and look forward to another year of dedicated work for 
Women of the ELCA! Elected to the board were Secretary, Jill 
Duncan and two Board Members at Large, Dianne Doscher and 
Janet Hagen. The board is eager to get to know these newest 
members and begin our work together! A huge thank-you goes 
out to Noreen Beranek and Brenda Danielson! You made it 
possible to have an election by submitting your names to the 
ballot! May God’s light shine on you as He opens new doors for 
your future! 

Elected as Voting Members to the 11th Triennial Convention from 
our synod were: Christina Nelson as our Woman of Color/other 
language. The three first time voting members elected were 
Louis Ferry, Jane Tongen and Carla Johnson. The other five 
voting members elected were: Kristy Henriksen, Algene Larson, 
Maria Lokensgard, Linda Magnuson and Karen Skarphol and the 
four alternates elected were: Barbara Borth, Sandra Buendorf, 
Nan Crary and Julie Jarvi. 

If you were present at the business session this year you can 
honestly say that the Elections Committee had a good work-out 
with all the ballots that we went through! Thank you to that 
committee for your faithfulness to correctly count the ballots! 
The voting members lived up to their duty this year, huh? Years 
like this one with all the ballots needed to elect the required 
number of officers or triennial voting members can be a little 
stressful, but on the other hand I look at it as a test of our 
patience and following procedure and knowing that we are 
granted the opportunity to vote! AND…..the end result is that all 
glory and honor is given to our Lord! 

Other business covered was that the 2020-2021 Budget was 
passed and we are thankful to our capable treasurer, Maria, for 
her expertise in managing our organizations funds! 

Our churchwide guest, Lydia Da vila, from Puerto Rico was a 
delight to have with us. She did contact me shortly after the 
convention and told me she arrived home safely following the 
convention and she had a great time in Southwest Minnesota!! 

The entertainment provided at convention seemed to be well 
received and our worship leaders and speakers did a fantastic 
job of leading us to realize our convention theme, “Embraced by 
the Winds of Grace”! 

One of the evaluation comments was that she didn’t know there 
was a Scholarship Program offered. Ladies, we need to be 
vigilant in getting the information that you receive from the 
synod board out to ALL women! Let’s work a little harder on that 
aspect next year! The Scholarship Program only had two 
recipients this year, but it sounded like those two were very well 
informed on the works of the Women of the ELCA by the two 
mentors, Kristy Henriksen and Joanna Rustad! 

Thanks to ALL the women and the Units who collected LWR 
School Kits for our convention In-Kind Offering! You can see the 
numbers in this issue. It never stops amazing me that when 
women of our synod are asked to donate LWR items or other 
offerings – you come through in a grand fashion!! Your donations 
will assist so many people! 

The 11th Triennial will be coming soon and we had a fair number 
of women sign the sheet at Convention to be kept informed on 
the happenings of the Triennial in the months ahead. If you did 
not get a chance to sign your name to receive the information, 
you can either contact me or our Triennial Promoter, Pat 
Stevermer (you can find her contact information in this issue). 
The other places you can look to keep informed about Triennial 
is our own Facebook page (Southwestern Minnesota Women of 
the ELCA) or churchwide’s Facebook page (Women of the ELCA) 
or go to churchwide’s webpage www.womenoftheelca.org and if 
you have trouble maneuvering around the site, just find the 
“search” – click on the magnifying glass icon and type in 2020 
Triennial – that will definitely bring up several pages on the 
Convention and the Gathering! 

Congratulations to the three women whose names were drawn 
for a paid Gathering registration by our synod women’s 
organization.  The three names drawn were Jan Bjorngjeld, Diane 
Fredin, and Carol McCall! 

The synod board will have a display table at the Synod Assembly 
on June 7 & 8th and the women are also in charge of one of the 
servant projects – Rolling Bandages for Global Health Ministries. 
Hopefully some of you that were in attendance came and helped 
us roll some more bandages! 

I ask that you keep our sister synod in your prayers as they 
prepare for their synod convention August 2 & 3rd in Norfolk, VA. 
They will be gathering under their convention theme, “All are 
Welcome at the Table” and using the Galation 3:28 convention 
scripture! 

Your synod board is busy making plans for the annual 

Leadership Event coming up at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 

Redwood Falls on Saturday, September 7th! 

Joan Iverson, President 

SW MN SWO Women of the ELCA 
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Convention 2019 Recap 

“The wind blows to the south, and goes around to the north;  

round and round goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns.” Ecclesiastes 1:6 

Our hearts are full as we look back on another successful Synod Convention. Thank you 
all so much for attending. Our day and a half convention had 106 women in attendance 
on Friday and 146 women on Saturday. Throughout the convention we heard many 
messages, prayers, scriptures and songs to remind us that we are always embraced by 
the winds of grace. 

We also spent the weekend full of generous hearts and minds as we freely gave of our 
time, talent and treasure to serve God and our neighbor. Here are the results of our 
offerings: 

$8,132 was our total monetary offering. This money was distributed in the following 
way: $4,066 went to Churchwide Women of the ELCA, $2,033 went to Shetek Lutheran Ministries and $2,033 went to Lutheran 
Campus Ministries—Marshall. 

In addition, we also collected $200 for Katie’s Fund. 

For our In Kind offerings, the semi truck was ready and waiting for us at 7am to collect the many quilts, blankets and kits from all 

our units. We also had donations for Hope Harbor and Christian Literature. Our totals were: 2,134 school kits, 941 quilts, 169 fleece 

blankets, 532 baby care kits, 300 personal care kits, 88 fabric kits, 126 soap, 92 boxes of Christian literature, $520 in money and gift 

cards for Hope Harbor, 96 packs of toilet paper and paper towels for Hope Harbor, and $507.40 towards LWR shipping costs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship Report: 

“This is Barb Borth from beautiful St. Cloud Minn. I would like to THANK YOU SO MUCH for that WONDERFUL scholarship! I am very 

grateful for that opportunity.  Kristy and Joanna were absolutely amazing and wonderful mentors. They made me feel comfortable 

and relaxed about all that was going on at the convention. Oronah was also a wonderful new friend and fellow scholarship recipient. 

The voting process was quite interesting. I was told that voting did not normally happen that way. I attended the journaling and 

dream workshops. I found them both very helpful and interesting. Our leaders were excellent speakers. The church service, 

Hallelujah Hooligans, pop choir, magic show, and all speakers were AWESOME! The food was great too! I LOVE the fellowship and 

sharing that we had. I met WONDERFUL and PRECIOUS women from different places and backgrounds. What a BLESSING that was 

for me! I really believe that women can make such a difference in people's lives, especially when we work together and share our 

experiences. The more we share, the more we can LIFT each other up. People in general, need to know that they are PRECIOUS and 

VERY MUCH LOVED. I thank you so much for this WONDERFUL experience. I feel very grateful, blessed, and enriched. God bless each 

and every one of you. Thank you for all that you do and all that you are. Remember that you are PRECIOUS!!” 

-Barbara Borth, Atonement Lutheran Church, St. Cloud, MN 

 



Convention 2019 Photo Highlights! 

Many votes taken during the Business Meeting 

on Friday. Board members as well as Triennial 

Voting Members were elected. 

Illusionist Jett Skrien performing Friday night entertainment. Sara Larson  and Pastor Joyce Tollefson Capp lead opening worship. 

Churchwide Rep Lydia Dávila gives a message. Cindy McKittrick from Hope Harbor. 

Closing worship with Hallelujah Hooligans 

Want to see more? Visit the 

link below to view the entire 

photo album of the 2019 

Synod Convention! 

 

2019 Convention Photo 

Album 
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Mission Community/Justice 

God is Just  God is Just—Learn More 

What does it mean? 
The Bible tells us that God is just. This means that He is fair and impartial. It also means that He hates the ill-treatment and 
oppression of people and of nature, which He has created. He hates lying, cheating, and other forms of mistreatment of others. The 
fact that God is just means that He can and will judge between right and wrong and He will administer justice in accordance with His 
standards. 

Many times in the Bible God is pictured as a judge. The Bible says that He will one day judge the world. Many of us shy away from the 
thought of God as a judge because the examples of justice that we see on earth are flawed: some judges are corrupt and, even when 
their intentions are good, they can make mistakes. However, the fact that God is just assures us that when He acts as a judge, He will 
administer justice perfectly. His ability to do this involves other aspects/attributes of His character, including His ability to discern 
the truth in every situation and see into the hearts and minds of men, His wisdom, His strength, His authority, and His moral 
character in establishing what is right and wrong. 

A God who did not care about the difference between right and wrong and did not judge humans for acting one way or the other 
would not be an admirable being worthy of our love or trust. The fact that God is just and will judge between right and wrong gives 
ultimate moral significance to our lives and makes us accountable for our actions. 

If there is an all-powerful, all-knowing Supreme Being who is inherently just and who will act as our judge, what does this mean for 
humans like you and me? It means that our actions on earth and our attitudes toward God will ultimately be judged. This is a very 
serious concern since we have all fallen short of God’s perfect standards and we must pay the penalty for those shortcomings 
(Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23). Fortunately, we also know that God is a God of mercy. In His mercy, He has provided a way for us to be 
reconciled with Him and to meet His standards. He has provided a substitute who was willing to pay our penalty if we are willing to 
accept that arrangement. He did this through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, who died to cover the penalty we would have to pay 
for our wrongdoing (Romans 3:24). All we have to do is accept this substitution. Then the God who is both just and merciful will 
forgive and forget our shortcomings. The Bible tells us He will even accept us and treat us as His children and His heirs. When God 
presented His Son Jesus as a substitute to pay the penalty for our wrong doing, the Bible says He did it to demonstrate His justice: 
“...so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:26). 

God Is Just - What does this mean after I have accepted His Son’s sacrifice? 
Once you have been reconciled to God and He sees you as one of His children, the fact that God is just means that He wants you to be 
just and act justly. The prophet Micah summed this up by saying, “What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, love mercy 
and walk humbly before your God?” (Micah 6:8). Repeatedly throughout the Bible, God warns His people to treat others fairly, 
particularly those who may be in less fortunate situations such as widows, orphans, the poor, and aliens or strangers. Jesus’ teachings 
go even further, telling us to love one another and to do good to those who mistreat us (John 13:34, Luke 6:27-28). 

The fact that God is just can also provide you with peace when you are dealing with difficulties in your life or witnessing painful 
injustice. You can be confident that God’s justice will ultimately prevail. The fact that the all-powerful and all-knowing God is also just 
means that evil will ultimately be dealt with authoritatively and decisively. 

God Is Just - If God is just, why do we see so much unfairness on earth? 
Where we see injustice on earth, it is at the hands of men, not of God. God has given men free will, but most men do not exercise it 
responsibly or in a way that lines up with God’s character as a just God. As discussed above, the time will come when God will judge 
the world and the people in it. He will dispose of evil and injustice and He will punish those who have turned away from Him and His 
standards. However, in His wisdom, He is not doing that yet. The Apostle Peter tells us that God is waiting because He is patient and 
wants everyone to have an opportunity accept His Son’s sacrifice rather than paying the penalty that justice requires for their sins (2 
Peter 3:9). 

In closing--- We have all sinned and deserve God's judgment. God, the Father, sent His only Son to satisfy that judgment for those 
who believe in Him. Jesus, the creator and eternal Son of God, who lived a sinless life, loves us so much that He died for our 
sins, taking the punishment that we deserve, was buried, and rose from the dead according to the Bible. If you truly believe 
and trust this in your heart, receiving Jesus alone as your Savior, declaring, "Jesus is Lord," you will be saved from judgment 
and spend eternity with God in heaven. 

Jane Tongen, Louise Ferry, Kim Christianson 
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Mission Action/Stewardship 

Giving at our 2019 Synod Convention was again 
generous. Before 8 a.m. Saturday morning cars 
began dropping off donations at the semi and 
van parked in First Lutheran's parking lot. High 
school and college kids descended on each 
vehicle and the boxes were whisked into the 
semi and van. We really appreciated their help. 
Donations to be distributed in the U.S. and 
worldwide were as follows: 2134 school kits, 
941 quilts, 169 fleece-tie blankets, 532 baby care 
kits, 126 soaps, 300 personal care kits, and 88 
fabric kits. Also, $300 for shipping costs for 
Lutheran World Relief. Hope Harbor received 
donations of $520 and 96 packages of paper 
towels and toilet paper. 
 
As I was standing next to the ICLD , International 
Christian Literature Distributors, Inc., van driver 
Jim Nelson I asked about his organization. I 
expected to hear about the logistics of 
distributing all those books. No, that is not what 
he had to say. He told me about the power of 

prayer and how God guided them when they 
turned to Him in prayer. In the past years the 
cost of sending materials had become almost 
prohibitive. He said God guided them a year and 
a half ago and now doors keep opening. They 
had been praying for more money to send more 
literature overseas. But Jim said they learned 
to  ask God how to best use what they already 
had. And what MN has is immigrants from all 
over the world. And containers is the key word. 
Sending containers of literature is expensive, but 
when these immigrants to MN send things back 
to family and friends in their homeland, ICLD 
adds literature to their containers and sends it 
for a fraction of the cost. Plus, the feeling is this 
literature gets to its destination very reliably. Jim 
said prayer opened the realization....out of man's 
hands into God's hands. 

 
Barbara Wurtzberger, Christina Nelson,  

Karla Conrad 

Mission Growth/Discipleship 
As you read this article you are probably in your 
summer mode. School is out for the year and all 
the summer fun is starting to get going. There 
are many activities that are starting to take 
place. Summer sports are a busy time in the 
summer. Family reunions, maybe a vacation is in 
your future. If you like to go fishing maybe you 
have a fishing trip in the planning stages. 

All these things are fun to do, but there are some 
things we sometimes forget or neglect during the 
summer. I am just reminding you to not forget 
about your Spiritual Life. We should remember 
to attend church on Sunday. If you are from a 
Congregation that has made up their mind to do 
church on Wednesday or Saturday Evening try to 
attend. If you are on vacation try to attend a 
church near where you are vacationing. 

If a camping trip is being planned, think about 
going to a church camp. The church camp near 
us is a busy place to be in the summer. They have 
minicamp, regular camp, an outreach camp 
where you can go canoeing and tenting. They 
have some kind of camp for grades 2 thru 12. 
They also have two cross generational camps. 
One is Family Camp, another is for 
Grandparents/Grandchild. So there is a large 
selection. The Grandparents/Grandchild camp is 
where we get to go. We have been taking our 
grandchildren every summer for eight years. It is 
a wonderful time to spend with our 
grandchildren. Every year I wonder which one 
will tell me they don’t want to go the next year. 

Some of the Bible study groups discontinue 
during the summer. If you do maybe you could 
tell the others that you would like to keep it 
going during the summer. There are many short 
Bible Studies to use in the resources of the 
Women of the ELCA website. 

No matter what you do during the summer there 
are always to involve our Lord and Savior in our 
activities. Some simple ways are to remember to 
say a blessing for the food and those who have 
attended. 

Continue with your personal time with our Lord. 
Do some bible reading or use a devotional. I 
know that this is hard to do if you are traveling, 
but a small bag with a bible and devotional book 
don’t take up a lot of room. 

Take time to give our Lord Jesus thanks for the 
wonderful things that grow in our gardens. Also 
give him thanks for all the beautiful flowers that 
grow in our neighborhoods. There are so many 
ways that we can give thanks to our God for all 
the things we have. The time to be with family, 
friends and just enjoy the beautiful world we live 
in. 

Have a great summer and may everyone receive 

many blessings from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Marcella Chapman, Betty Anderson, Betty Brandt 

2019 Rolled Bandages 
Project Update 

Helping the Hands that Heal 
is the mission of Global 
Health Ministries, and many 
who attended the 2019 Synod 
Assembly in Redwood Falls in 
early June had the 
opportunity to help with that 
ministry.  The Synod 
Women’s Organization 
sponsored a bandage rolling 
service project allowing 
anyone dropping by the 
display to learn about the 
various projects sponsored 
through Global Health 
Ministries and try their hand 
at rolling bandages. 

Due to limited to access to 
even basic medical supplies 
and clean water, small 
mission hospitals in Africa 
and Central and South 
America often do not have 
access to clean bandages for 
daily needs.  Using simple, 
homemade bandage rollers, 
we rolled clean strips of white 
fabric, such as old sheets, into 
bandages to help this need. 

The Assembly group rolled 
almost 400 bandages, and 
many went away with 
materials, fabric, and 
enthusiasm for bandage 
rolling projects in their own 
congregations and 
communities.  The SWO even 
received an invitation to take 
our bandage rolling project 
on the road to the Junior High 
and/or Senior High Youth 
Gatherings! 

Thank you to all the WELCA 
groups who contributed 
strips of fabric for 
bandages.  Also, there were 2 
bandage rollers left at the 
WELCA Convention in 
Marshall. They are being put 
to good use by the SWO, but if 
you would like to claim them, 
please contact Karla Conrad 
(contact information on page 
11 of The Communicator). 
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We are all living stones in this world and we are surrounded by the light of Christ! I shared these 
words with our confirmation student at church this spring, encouraging him to use that light of Christ as 
he continues on his faith journey in life. We are all on our own faith journey in life, aren’t we? That 
journey can take so many different directions but just knowing that Christ’s light is there to guide us so 
that we can let our lights shine, we have so much to be excited about! 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under 
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 
5:14-16 

Sometimes we can find it hard to be a “light of the world.” We get used to seeing our face in the mirror, picking out every single 
blemish there is – real or imagined – that we can’t see how beautiful we are. We don’t see that radioactive glow or anything else 
suggesting we are the “light of the world.” We are all unique but we just don’t think of ourselves as all that special. 

When it comes to sharing our faith with others, leading others to discover the possibilities of Christ in their lives, what do we see 
then? Are we the “light of the world” or are we hiding under a bushel basket? It is also difficult for us to recognize our specific gifts 
and even once we recognize those gifts it is sometimes hard to make those first steps towards application and action. We all have 
our unique gifts and strengths. Jesus wants us to use these gifts for good. 

Have you ever noticed someone in love? They walk with a lighter step. They seem different – happier. They “light up” at the mere 
mention of his/her name! Jesus came to earth to show us that God loves us.   

You are that light of the world. The love of God is in you and around you. You know the one who loves you. Don’t keep God’s love for 

you a secret. “Let your light shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

Looking Out My Window by Joan 

2020 Triennial Update 

 

The Eleventh Triennial Convention of the Women of the 
ELCA will be held July 14-16, 2020 in Phoenix, Arizona. The 
triennial convention is the highest legislative authority 
within the organization. Voting members were chosen at 
the Southwest Synod Convention in May. 

The Women of the ELCA Gathering will be held July 16-19, 
2020 following the convention. A logo “Just Love” has been 
developed for this Triennial but there has not been much 
other information available at this point. We have started a 

list of those who are interested in attending so information 
can be provided to anyone who wants to attend. 

We are also looking for suggestions how we want to 
identify our SW MN Synod when we attend the gathering. 
We have seen scarves, hats, vests, t-shirts, a button with the 
synod name, a flower, etc. Something that is easy to pack as 
well as wear on our clothing or attach to our tote bags. 

If you want to be informed of deadlines, plans when at the 
convention, identification options, let me or President Joan 
Iverson know. Our contact information is as follows: 

Pat Stevermer, Triennial Gathering promoter 
720 3rd Ave SW 
Sleepy Eye MN 56085 
stevermer@sleepyeyetel.net 
507-920-6513 

Joan Iverson, SWMN Synod WELCA President 
jackjoan73@gmail.com  

mailto:stevermer@sleepyeyetel.net
mailto:jackjoan73@gmail.com
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2019 Spring Gatherings Recap 

Crow River: 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2019 TRINITY LUTHERAN, GROVE CITY, MN 

Registration was from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. There were 82 paid attendees. In-Kind offering items were collected as guests arrived. Gwen 

Chase, Trinity WELCA president gave a welcome, followed by remarks by Crow River Conference president, Kathy Bergs prior to 

brunch. 

Gathering music by Megan Morrison and Mary Gruis. 

Opening Hymn: Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us #789 

President Kathy Bergs called the meeting to order. 

WELCA purpose statement was read by all present. 

Devotions were given by Pastor Megan Preston, Trinity pastor. 

Synod Report was presented by Christina Nelson from synod board. She highlighted items from Spring issue of News & Notes 

including upcoming synod convention in Marshall May 3 & 4, 2019. 

Andrea Dallmann from Grove City CARE: (Community Answers Reaching the Elderly) talked about the organization’s activities & 

services for seniors in the Grove City area. 

Business Meeting: 

 Secretary and Treasurer reports were presented and placed on file. 

 Mission Action: Linda Hopp reported there were 18 Baby Kits, 139 School Kits and 51 Fleece Blankets collected. 

 SCHOOL KITS - In-Kind Offering at Fall Gathering. 

 Nominating Committee: Motion made, 2nd and carried to accept nominees for Vice President: Cheryl Philippi and 

Mission Growth: Karen Eberhard.as incoming board members. Nan Crary, Phyllis Lindstrand and Connie Dallmann were 

elected for another term. Positions of Conference & Synod Nomination are open. 

We sang Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways # 772 

Speakers. Laurie and Paul Francois shared their story of starting clinics in South Dakota and Alaska 

Offering: Music by Megan Morrison and Mary Gruis. 50% of offering was designated for SW MN Synod WELCAl, 50% to Grove City 

CARE. 

Joan Iverson, Synod WELCA President shared news of upcoming Triennial Gathering & encouraged us to place our names in drawing 

for scholarship to the gathering. Joan Iverson installed incoming and continuing officers and thanked outgoing officers Karen Wick 

and Vernette Heidenreich. We closed with Lord’s Prayer and singing Here I Am Lord # 574 

Respectfully Submitted, Mardelle Crist, Conference Secretary 

Lac qui Parle: 

Pete Christopher,  marketing manager for Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity,  was the speaker for the LQP Conference spring 

gathering held in Ortonville.   He spoke about Habitat's mission to provide affordable housing.  He also shared his experience with the 

Big Build in Vietnam where he traveled with a team of volunteers to build homes there.  He is pictured above with the mom of the 

recipient family.   Also pictured is the family with volunteers and crew members. 



2019 Spring Gatherings Recap—Cont’d 
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Lakeland: 

Kerkhoven Lutheran Church – Kerkhoven Saturday, April 6, 2019 

9:00 am  Morning coffee provided by Bethesda Lutheran of Murdock 
  Registration by Laurie Rothers, treasurer, and Jan Bjorngjeld 
  Name tags by Tripolis Lutheran of Kandiyohi 
9:30 am         Welcome by Darlene Barchenger, President 
  Opening Hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful” – insert 
  Greetings Carmen Maus, Kerkhoven Lutheran WELCA 
  Devotions Pastor Denise Fossen from Kerkhoven LC 
  Special Music Naomi Baker and Pastor Denise Fossen 
  Intro of Speaker Darlene Barchenger 
  Speaker  Marie Henriksen – “Joy and Laughter: Physical & Mental Health” 
  Hymn  “Joy of the Lord is Our Strength” 
  Offering  50% SW Synod of the ELCA, 25% Lakeland Conference, 25% Lutheran Disaster Relief with 
Minnesota Floods designation 
  Business Meeting Darlene Barchenger, President 
  Secretary’s report (printed) accepted and put on file 
  Treasurer’s report (printed) accepted and put on file subject to audit 
  Presentation Of Ballot Marla Adrian – the following new officers were introduced 
   Vice President Katherine Claussen, Mission Action Karen Mehr, Mission Community Marla Adrian, 
Nominating Committee Marcia Nelson, Synod Nominating Committee yet to be filled. A motion was made by Jan Bjorngjeld and 
seconded by Karen Schueler to accept a unanimous ballot. 
  Installation Louise Ferry, Synod Liaison, installed the new officers for 2019-2020 
  Synod Updates Louise Ferry – information from the News & Notes handout 
  Triennial Scholarships    Karol Markfelder announced two $500 scholarships for first time attendees to the 11th 
Triennial Gathering in Phoenix, AZ, July 16-19, 2020.  The application deadline is Dec. 1, 2019. 
  Reminders Fall Gathering – Green Lake Bible Camp – Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019 
    Leadership Training – Sept. 7, 2019 at Gloria Dei LC in Redwood Falls, MN 
  Closing Hymn ”Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - #836 ELW 
  Table Prayer “Be Present at our Table Lord” 
  Close  A motion was made by Carmen Maus and seconded by Jan Hallberg to adjourn the Gathering. 
Luncheon followed in the Fellowship Hall 
 
  Gathering Attendance – 81 total 
  Offering for the day Unit offering was $790 and plate offering was $436.17 for a total of $1,226.17 
  Door Prize winners Vi Lundberg and Ev Williams 
Submitted by Karol Markfelder, Lakeland Conference Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to send highlights, minutes and any other information you’d like published on your upcoming fall gatherings to 

swmnwelca@gmail.com by December 1st to appear in the Winter 2020 Communicator! 



2019 Fall Conference Gatherings 

Conference Date/Time Location Attending Program 

Crow River Sept 28, 2019 

Bethel Lutheran 

Church 

Lester Prairie, MN 

Betty Brandt 

Deb Hadley 

“My Amazing Life—Finding God in 

the Midst of the Storm” 

Glacial Ridge Sept 23, 2019 
First Lutheran Church 

Morris, MN 
Louise Ferry  

Great River Oct 5, 2019 

Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church 

St. Cloud, MN 

  

Lac Qui Parle Oct 15, 2019 

Granite Falls Lutheran 

Church 

Granite Falls, MN 

Kim Christianson  

Lakeland Sept 26, 2019 

Green Lake Bible 

Camp 

Spicer, MN 

Christina Nelson Megan Morrison & Mary Gruis 

Minnesota 

Valley 
Oct 12, 2019 

Scandian Grove 

Lutheran Church 

St Peter, MN 

  

Prairie Oct 5, 2019 

Our Saviour’s 

Lutheran Church 

Canby, MN 

 
Janice Zimmerman 

Trip to the Holy Land 

Scenic Valley Sept 19, 2019 

Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church 

Redwood Falls, MN 

  

Shetek Sept 14, 2019 

Shetek Lutheran 

Ministries 

Slayton, MN 

Karla Conrad 
Pastor Mike and Terry Stangeland 

C.S. Lewis’s Irish Roots 

Watonwan 

River 
Oct 5, 2019 

First Lutheran Church 

St James, MN 
  

10 
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SYNODICAL BOARD 2019-2020 

President: 

Joan Iverson 

23308 County Road 54, Lamberton, MN 56152 

507-445-3388  507-227-8670 (Cell) 

jackjoan73@gmail.com 

Congregation: Old Westbrook Lutheran, Westbrook 

Conference: Shetek (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Vice-President: 

Linda Magnuson 

PO Box 105, Cottonwood, MN 56229 

507-423-5243 

lindamag@charter.net 

Congregation: Christ Lutheran, Cottonwood 

Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2021) 

 

Secretary: 

Jill Duncan 

PO Box 745, Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

320-395-2960  320-420-6284(Cell) 

jillyd58@hotmail.com 

Cogregation: Bethel Lutheran, Lester Prairie 

Conference: Crow River (1st term expires 2021) 

 

Treasurer: 

Maria Lokensgard 

37980 State Highway 22, St Peter, MN 56082 

507-246-5828 

mandem.loke@gmail.com 

Congregation: Scandian Grove, St Peter 

Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires Jan 2021) 

 

Board Members At Large: 

Betty Brandt 

1259 Bradford St SE, Hutchinson, MN 55350 

320-587-9655  218-244-5219 (Cell) 

cookingbetty@gmail.com 

Congregation: River of Hope, Hutchinson 

Conference: Crow River (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Kim Christianson 

1300 Englewood Rd, Marshall, MN 56258 

507-530-2301 (Cell) 

christianson.kim@gmail.com 

Congregation: First Lutheran, Marshall 

Conference: Prairie (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Karla Conrad 

175 30th Ave, Jasper, MN 56144 

507-215-1624  605-331-1287 (work) 

conradkarla@gmail.com 

Congregation: Jasper Lutheran, Jasper 

Conference: Shetek (2nd term expires 2021) 

 

Dianne Doscher 

208 11th St So, Benson, MN 56215 

320-368-0479(Cell) 

e.ddoscher@charter.net 

Congregation: Our Redeemer’s, Benson 

Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2021) 

 

Louise Ferry 

920 70th St NE, Benson, MN 56215 

320-843-2477  320-766-3554 (Cell) 

lferry56215@yahoo.com 

Congregation: Shepherd of the Hills, Benson 

Conference: Glacial Ridge (1st term expires 2020) 

 

Janet Hagen 

1212 Parkside Dr, Marshall, MN 56258 

507-829-9916 

hagen_janet@yahoo.com 

Congregation: Rock Valle Lutheran, Echo 

Conference: Scenic Valley (1st term expires 2021) 

 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 

Congregation: Tripolis Lutheran, Kandiyohi 

Conference: Lakeland (2nd term expires 2020) 

 

Jane Tongen 

1442 Division St E, Brownton, MN 55312 

320-328-4176  320-510-1710 (work) 

jt3205101726@gmail.com 

Congregation: Grace Lutheran, Brownton 

Conference: MN Valley (2nd term expires 2021) 

 

Barbara Wurtzberger 

17675 220th Ave, Sleepy Eye, MN 56085 

507-794-6869  507-276-2381 (Cell) 

rwurtz@sleepyeyetel.net 

Congregation: Our Savior’s, New Ulm 

Conference: Watonwan (1st term expires 2020) 

 

SW MN Synod Staff Liaison: 

Pastor Kathryn Skoglund 

PO Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

507-627-9047 (work) 

kathryn.skoglund@swmnelca.org 

 

Communicator Editor: 

Christina Nelson 

905 Meadow Ln, Willmar, MN 56201 

320-412-0510 (Cell) 

swmnwelca@gmail.com 


