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This is your Electronic Convention Publicity Packet

Read and share with the women in your congregation,
and anyone else who is interested in attending the

2026 Southwestern Minnesota
Synodical Women’s Convention

“Rising in Faith, Leading with Courage”

Calvary Lutheran Church
302 Olena Avenue SE
Willmar, Minnesota

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Make as many copies of the convention documents as you need.

If you have questions, contact:
llene Penk, SW MN SWO President
320-510-1261
ilenepenk45@gmail.com ’




WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Southwestern Minnesota Synod

DATE: March 2026
TO: Congregational Unit Presidents, Women of the ELCA, Guests
FROM: llene Penk, SW MN SWO President and the Synodical Women’s Board

SUBJECT: Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) Convention
Saturday, May 2, 2026 — Calvary Lutheran Church, Willmar, MN

Greetings from your Synodical Women’s Board! We will hold our convention in collaboration
with Lutheran Men in Mission again this year. Although we will have separate meetings, we are
looking forward to sharing worship, a meal, and other activities with the men.

Our convention theme is “Rising in Faith, Leading with Courage” and our theme verse is Psalm
139:14: “I praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.” Our theme hymn is “Lead Me,
Guide Me,” ELW #768. This year we will specially honor women in ministry in our synod.

When you arrive, look for the In-Kind Offering truck and trailer in the parking lot and drop off
your quilts and kits for LWR and Global Health Ministries. Once inside, you will find coffee,
treats, and fellowship. Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. Worship will be at 9. Lunch will be
served at noon. We suggest you bring your own water bottle to use during the day.

Of course, we need to conduct business too. Each congregational unit is allowed one voting
member. We encourage each unit to pay the registration fee for their voting member. Voting
members must be registered by 8:30 a.m. and seated in the church sanctuary by 8:45. Voting
members will be seated toward the front of the room and grouped by conferences. If a voting
member is unable to attend the convention, you may send someone else in her place, but the
change must be made at the registration table by 8:30 a.m. on the day of the convention.

The business sessions are for the Voting Members, but all women and visitors are welcome to
sit in on the business meeting. Displays will be open during business sessions. We also plan to
have other activities during the day.

| am excited to see you all at our convention in May! If you have any questions, you are
welcome to contact me.

llene Penk
320-510-1261
ilenepenk45@gmail.com
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is SWO? SWO stands for Synodical Women’s Organization. Otherwise known as
Women of the ELCA or WELCA, it includes all women who belong to or participate in ELCA
churches in our synod.

When and where is the convention? Saturday, May 2, 2026, at Calvary Lutheran Church,
302 Olena Avenue SE, Willmar, Minnesota.

Who should attend? Each active congregational unit is expected to send one voting
member (delegate) to the convention, but allwomen are invited and welcome. There will
be plenty of activities for those who are not voting members.

What is the purpose of the convention? The convention is held annually to conduct the
business of the synodical women, plus it is a time for women to come together to worship,
build relationships, learn, be inspired, and have fun!

Do | need to register ahead of time? Pre-registration is requested by April 21, especially
for voting members and for those with special dietary requirements. However, walk-ins are
certainly welcome! Units are encouraged to pay the registration fee for their voting
members.

What is the registration fee and what does it include? The registration fee is $40 and
includes morning coffee, lunch, and the afternoon concert by Sweetwater Revival. Your
registration fee also helps pay for convention materials, speakers, and other convention
activities.

Where do | go when | arrive?
e [fyou have quilts and kits, look for the truck and trailer in the parking lot and drop off
your items before coming inside.
e When entering the church, use the east doors. Check in at the registration table just
inside the door and pick up your name tag and convention booklet.
e Displays will be open. Coffee and treats will be served in the Fellowship Hall.

Is the church handicapped accessible? Yes. There is an elevator inside the east
entrance.

What do | do with my unit’s offering? Either send it ahead of time to Treasurer Karen
Quistorff or put itin the offering plate at worship.

Are there other activities during the business meeting? Yes! Those who are not voting
members are invited to visit the display tables and to participate in mission opportunities
including rolling bandages, packing personal care kits, threading school bags, making
prayer journals, and making sleeping mats.
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Tentative Convention Schedule
Saturday, May 2, 2026

In-Kind Offering Truck Opens

Registration/Coffee/Displays

Service Project Activities Begin ‘ '
Deadline for changes to voting members

Welcome/Opening/Voting Member Orientation
All voting members must be seated by this time.

Convention Opening

Worship with Holy Communion, Pr. Seyward Ask preaching,
Bishop Dee Pederson and Pr. Heather Culuris presiding
Convention Offering will be taken. Culuris presiding
Convention Offering will be taken.

Plenary Session Begins for Voting Members. Other activities will be
available for non-voting guests.

Keynote Speaker — Bishop Dee Pederson
Lunch

Gathering Music

Installation of 2026-2027 SWO Board
Address by CWO Representative
Commissioning of Triennial Voting Members

Reports

Sweetwater Revival Concert

Announcements, Closing



Convention Keynote Speaker and Worship Leaders

Bishop Dee Pederson

Bishop Dee Pederson will be our keynote speaker. She will
also preside at our opening worship service along with
Pastor Heather Culuris.

Bishop Dee was elected the first woman bishop of
Southwestern Minnesota Synod in 2021.

Pastor Heather Culuris

Pastor Heather Culuris will preside at our opening worship
with Bishop Dee Pederson.

Rev. Culuris is Synod Minister for Engaging Leaders and works
with Candidacy, First Call, and Call Process. She also serves as
the Synod Staff Liaison to the Southwestern Minnesota
Synodical Women’s Organization.

Pastor Seyward Ask

Pastor Seyward Ask will preach at our opening worship.

Rev. Ask is Synod Minister for Equipping Congregation
Leaders, Rostered Ministers, Youth, and Families.




Bulletin Blurbs — Publicizing the Convention

Use these blurbs in your church newsletters and bulletins to encourage all women to attend the
2026 Convention of the Southwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization. Lutheran
Men in Mission will be holding their convention the same day and at the same location, so we
will share some activities. They will be sending their own information to congregations.

Newsletters — April and May:

The SW MN Synodical Convention of Women of the ELCA will be Saturday, May 2, at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Willmar. Make plans now to attend and join your sisters in Christ as we
gather under the theme “Rising in Faith, Leading with Courage.” Women in ministry will be
specially honored this year.

Lutheran Men in Mission will hold their convention at the same time and location, and we will
share some of the same activities. Consider joining many other Lutheran men and women for a
day of renewal, reflection, and celebration

Bulletins — March 29, April 5,12, and 19:

All women are invited to the SW MN 2026 Synodical Women’s Convention for inspiration,
education, and renewal. You will not be disappointed by the experience of worship, speakers,
displays, and a little bit of business! The convention will take place on Saturday, May 2, at
Calvary Lutheran Church in Willmar.

Lutheran Men in Mission will hold their convention at the same time and location, and we will
share some of the same activities. Consider joining many other Lutheran men and women for a
day of renewal, reflection, and celebration

For registration information, contact (name of local person).
Registrations are due April 21st.

Bulletin - April 26:

All women are invited to the SW MN Synodical Women’s Convention on Saturday, May 2, at
Calvary Lutheran Church in Willmar. Although the registration deadline was April 21, walk-ins
are welcome. Our theme is “Rising in Faith, Leading with Courage.”

Lutheran Men in Mission will hold their convention at the same time and location, and we will
share some of the same activities. Consider joining many other Lutheran men and women for a

day of renewal, reflection, and celebration.

Please contact (local contact person) for all the details.




